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My N en 
MUST ow Bad. this lan Habe 
to your Lordſhip, as 1 haye pot made Uſe, 
this Summer, of your kind Invitation into 
——ſome Account how I have been ſpend- 
ng my Time. Why, truly, my Lord, in 
doing as you People of Taſte generally do: 
in diverſifying the. Scene; tho from a very 
lifferent Motive. Would Bun haye in 
ny wiſe allow d it, the Enchantreſs, Pleg- 
ſure, would certainly have drawn me to—: 
And you will eaſily ſee how much I have 
been, kept out of ber Way, as yell as your 
Lordſbip's, when I tell you, that great Pain, 
and above a Month's Confinement, have 
forced. me to my - uſual Shift, of making 
much of my Time, in order to make the 
leſs of my Pain: The. Effect is hat you 
ſee. - Curiofity has Its Dangers, as well as 
7 3 its 
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oed And: lo! my Lord, inftea 
of a Letter, a Book, which your Lordſhip, 
you know, k, in H ur, ob "ah. | 
But why a Subj of Divinity to a 
of Quality? Thete is no Abſurdity in this, 
my Lord, to You. But befides Divinity, 
'tis Tax wine during our Aequaintante at 
Cambridge, ſo much engag'd your Atten- 
tion, till Affairs drew it off, (SG) 
and with what Diligence and Sc 

Lan? er ydut Court to her, the World Wold 
ſeen, could your invincible 'Modefty 
have been prevail'd on to fuffer your Lew 
and Cato Major to have ſeen the Light. 
Tho' I had long conceiv'd an 2 
againſt ſo ſacred a Thing 
being proſtituted to the idle vie * 
of Conjeftural Interpretation ; yet the Oc- 
eaſion of my Thoughts being determin'd to 
this ar Subject at that Time, ws 
purely Accident: I bad juſt then been read- 
ing over, with all the Attention I ſhall ever 
think due to whatever cotnes from ſo learned 
a Seminary, Mr, Aſhron's Diſſertation ou the 
much-controverted Paſſage in St. Peter, and 
Mr. Cook's Sermon on the ſarne Subje@t 
'Lat, ed 1 err 
Inge- 
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Ingenuity, with the Perſpicuity and Gaiety of 
Stile of Mr. Aſtron,” and Mr, Cook#s good 
Senſe and Modeſty; und terſe 
charm'd me; ye my Sentiments of the 
Jagt of the Crmpariſon which theſe Gen- 
emen are diflatisfied with, remain's the 


ww 


ſame us before, and I found myſelf cob- 
nothing new, but of the Neceſſity 
could 
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rinced of 
of trying, if the Senſe of this Paſſage 
be oſcertain'd by the Rules of Criticiſm. 


um 
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d Tis ſomething „chat, within a 
5 rery little Time, we hive, from the 
nme learned Body, —— of this 


Paſſage, both differing from my Lord of 
Land, and each from one anothet-: And 
« this ſeems to proceed from different Men 
confidering a - Thing in different Lights, us 
they bappen- to {ee it, and the different 
Lights in which. it may be confider'd are 
ney; tis very puſſihle that we-may, in a 
lite Time more, have ruenty inſtead of 
and the Paſlage be thereby involv'd in 
Dificulties nb itt own, and the true Senſe 
lt in the Gi of Explications, This, 
my Lord, determin d me to the flow and 
tedious, tho the only ſure, Way of critical 
Examination : The Reſult is, that, by read- 
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7 
ing what has been wrote againſt his Lords 
ſhip's Coinparifo of the more ſure Word oſ 
Prophecy, I am the more obεi⁰E⁰ꝰxꝓad of the 
Truth of it; having, by theſe; means, been 
lead into a cloſer and ſtricter Examination 
into the Import of ſome of the Terms and 
the Connexion and Dependence of the 
Whole. As your Lordſhip knows enough 
of me to be ſatisfied, that I can make no ba- 
crifice of Truth to Views of Intereſt," of to 
a great Name; ſo do I enough of myſelf w 
be well aſſur d, that no low Motive of Eri 
has had any Influence on the Occaſion: J 
could with as full Complacency have given 
either Mr. Cooke or Mr. Aſbton Joy of his 
Diſcovery, as have acquieſced in the a. 
pariſon of my Lord Biſeep of London. i 
But, before I enter into the Subject, your 
Lordſhip muſt allow me an Obſervation or 
two, that we may know re 
Se i 
In the firſt Place, thew;” the PO 
of the Second Epiſtle of St. Petey is, in the 
whole Diſpute, a Point admitted: Mr; C. 
lins, and Dr. Middleton, when they urge the 
Authority of St. Peter from it, ſuppoſe it: 
Mr. Ceol, and Mr. Aſtton, really alli it 
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[3] 
And, indeed, if it be not Perer's the Anale 
that it is not anotber Peter's, but a deſign'd 
Impoſture, is evident, from this Text, as well 
as from the Addreſs before, in the Beginning 
of the Epiſtle; and what follows after, in 
the Beginning of the third Chapter. 
- I muſt, in che next Place, obſerve, that 
the prefent Queſtion is not a Queſtion be- 
tween Believers and Unbelievers, but between 
Believers themſelves. The Gentlemen of 
Bton are agreed with the Biſhop, in in making 
the more fure Word of Prophecy to relate not 
to the Buidences of Chriſtianity in general 
but to the Power and Coming* of the Lad 
Feſus Chrift; to à Thing future, and not 
paſt: And this has been fo fully prov'd by 
them all, that if I was to meet with an Un- 
believer, who had read them, 1 had almoſt 
faid St. Peter himſelf, with Attention, with- 
out any Comment or Explanation; and yet 
ſhould ſtill contend, that here was — 
riſon made between Prophecy and Miracles 
in general, as Evidencer of Chriff's Miſfien ; 
t ſhould really think all farther Reaſoning or 
Argument thrown away on him. But be 
this as it will; this is not, at preſent, the 
Point in Qyeſſtion : The Buſineſs, now, is not 
| Wo e 
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tv prove that this is noe. the Senſe of the 


however, can draw no Advantages from the 
Failure; for if it has been fully ſhewn,. that 
any Senſe, which the Leaders of that Canſs 
have adapted, in order to ſerve the Intereſts 
of it, is not, nor cannot be, the true Senlp, 
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1 bx pany "there N 
Paſſage, e ee 
or the 95 3 and” in the 

"Tis the latter, too, Wat is firſt in 7h Oriter 
of Inquity; for if the Place can by'eclair- 

cis'd, by tclairdifitig the Expreflion, the Bu. 
e og 
not in the Su With to the Ex 

Bon, its N y ariſe either 
n the Terms having d Meru "Meanings, 
or the Sentences bring capable of different Re- 
fermees," or from particular Allufions; or 
from the Writet's uſing Terms in a vague 
indeterminate Manner, when he does not 
underſtand well the Meaning of the Werd 
or his own And here the f ef 
theſe three is to be the' ff in the Inquiry, 
The Rule to be obſero d is obvious 3 That 
where-ever the Terms have various Meanings, 
aul the Sentences may be differently veferr'd, 

that is plainly to be choſen, which 15 na . 
Ant with the Defy of the whole Page, 
and all that it bat relation to. If we can 
get at the End and" Defign, that. wilt affird 
us a good Clue, thro' the Labyrinth of w- 
riors Senſes, and uncertain Conſtructions; 
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. e eee Un tet de 
Buſineſs will then be reduced to the Fitneſi 
of Means,” in order to an Ludi And as the 
End is that by which the 'Fitncls' is to bo 
meaſur di the firit regular Step towards 
mn 
Meuſurel ö 07's no de er Aid 
In this Manner, cmebre deb il ir 

you pleaſe," my Lord, —— DIE 
— 

be aſtertain 81 

moſt. be” leſt to its native Obſeurity': But 
rn 


only by the » Dem u Air RS) 


— as Words: mnkee'Sen- 
tences; Sentences Periods; and Period. a 
for which we have not, I think, 
a proper Name in Engliſh, a kind of bole, 
ad Pires Bae en ini is Cus- 
nexion with one another, and which is con- 


nected itſelf with the reſt of che Diſcourſe 


as 2 Patt of 'anotber Whole üs: from the 
Defign,” in of «bis leer Whole, 
that all the Parts of it muſt derivetheir full 
Light, as this Deſign ſometimes may, from 
the general Defign und Tthention of rhe-obole 


Piece. rene Cann 


1, 
text, if you plraſe, in the Caſe before um i 
the fix Verſes from: the faxtecnth Verſe ty 
the End af the firſt Chapter of the Second 
iſtle, where the Trani tion is to the falſe 


which, you off 
muanſtrib d. together in one n- 
— — 
that introduces it to the preceding Content, 
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tra), in both which (5.25): 
rr 
the Diſperſion he writes to in what they did 
not know before, but ©* firs up their pure 
Minds, by way of Remembrance,” to what 
_ they did. Remembratce of what ? * © That 
* ye. gy. be mindful of the Words (zal 
© which mere ſpoken; before by the holy: Pra. 
© phets, and of. the Commandment (wed) of 
* vs the. Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviaur, 
You ſee, Sir, what the Motives are, whichthe 
Apaſtle uſes in both Epiſtles: Now theſe 
Motives may, and, in. Fact, we ſhall find; 
' are, applied to different Purpoſes in different 
Places of the Epiſtles, | tho the' Motives 
throughout be the ſame. Whatever, in par- 
ticular, maybe intended by chef 
the Prophets, and lan of the 
is plain they are thoſe of the Fiel Epiſtle, 
as well as the Second; and, probably, are 
more fully and explicitly mentiond in the 
former, than the latter; there being no more 
Occafion, when they are ance ſtated, hut ta 
Forma ty = =o as the Apoſtle, by 
theſe very Terms themſelves, evidently does 
8 
„ i Now 
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Now if we look into the Firſt Epiſtle; 
we ſhall find St. Petey, cunder different — 
ptefſions, ſetting to View ot an ib 
Thing ; that, indeed, which is the great and 
actuating Motive of the Chriſtian, on the 
Side of private Good j (t their beingibegot- 
« ten again to an Inheritance incorruptible 
« and wndefiled, and chat fadeth not away; 
« reſerved in Heaven for thema Salvation 
« ready to be tevealed in the laſt Time 
« Praiſe, || and Honour, and Glory; at the 
« Appearaee (i © aro) of Feſis 
Chi even the Salvation of their Souls.” 
The three neut Verſes, as becomes the 

Apoſtle of the Circumciſion, to the Con- 
verts of the Circumdifion, are employ'd to 
ſhew, that this Salvation of their Souls was 
the Salvation which the Prophets, hy the 
Spirit. of Cbriſ, which was in them, teſtify- | 
. 
which' - follow; and was 
now re to then by them that had,'by 
the Holy Ghoſt; preach d the Goſpel unto | 
them. Let this ſuffice here, for the ſum- 
mary Senſe of theſe; three Verſes ; we' ſhall 


have Occaſion for the more critical Diſ- 
* Cap.i; Ver. . I Ver. 3. IV.. 


cuſſion 
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2 of dem hevedfteri The Apoſtle 
has ue ſooder et to View the Great Objedt 


* i. V — 
1851 =; 


1 [ as ] 
\ they were begotten by the Reſur- 
2 C, placed t Vie in the Be- 
ginning of the Epiſtle, and in the Courſe of 
it ſaid to be that Which the Prophets had 
foretold, and the Evatigelifts declur d, is e- 
cafionally recurt d to: The Joy ar the N. 
velation * of ile Glory of Ci in brought © 
in Support of the Chriſtian Conſtancy under 
Paſceution} wha the Apoſtle, in otder to 
animate the Preſbyters to a due Diſcharge of 
their Office, puts chem in mind of th Glayy 
+ that ſhall be revealed, and the Crown of 
Glory || that faderh' not avwdy, which"! 
ſhould receive when the chief S 
appear, and takes his Leave of them all at 
the Cloſe of the "Epiſtle ; with 
them of the cen 4 Glory" of 
Chriff Joſs. Theſe are all che f 

think, in the Remainder of "the — 
wherein | the | ſame animating is 
brought to View ; nor is there, 
Whole any Command of e but 
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with the, Salvation. ready, to be revralid in 
cle loft Time f, and the Promiſes made. a 
the Anpearunce or Revelation (is avoxavurlts) 
' of Cbrifh; leaves no Room "hoe doubting 


what is. every-where meant by this Reve- 


(lation. But here; too, there is no more 


: Refereqcs/to: particular; Prophecies «Ay 


than beſore. as 


2 
but this} in ſuch a Manner, as to ſuppoſe 
thera acquainted/with-the Firſ Epiſtle; and 
with a more repeated and preſſing Remem- 
brance of that great Doctrine of Chriſtianity 
the inſepatable Connexion between Enjoying 
the Rewards, and Doing the Duties of it 


"© Chapiiv.g. f Chap... 


"Teſtament,  interwoyeri with his Diſcourſe, 
ug d to the ſame EffeR,\ but thoſe in u 
chree Verſes vf his "Hirſt *Chipter of this 
Epiſtie. The ſame Thing is indeed. ina 
Place or td mote, brought as an Object uf 
Terror, as if others of Hope; then 
% an : Account. to bim that-is reatly to juage 
ebe Quick und the. Drau: which; compar'd 


- The Second E — Firlty be 


St. Peter, therefore, immediately, in the Ad» 


-_ the n 1 Berl 
through Luft; they might be Partakers of 
« the Divine Nature and then prefles them 
to the Accumulation of the Chriſtian Graces 
there mention d {|, the adding to Faith, Vir- 


He "then. 1 Exhortation; und te» 

impreſſes the doing theſe; Things as the in- 

e 
miſes, which. he does under the Fhruſe of 

nating their. Calling and Election , ſure, 

© Wherefore, the rather **, Brethren, 
„ Diligence" to make your Calling and Ele- 
„Gion ſure; for F < th Things, ye 
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« loued 2, I now write unto vn in 
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ye way be mindful. of che Wards 


af this Second Epiſtle). That there (hall 


* come in the laſt Days Scafieds, walking ' 
ter their mn. Luſts, and · ſaying. Where is 


(che Promiſe of his Coming? The neſt af 
tec Kpiſtie is en Antidote to this Poiſan ; 


with an Exbartation in the Cloſe to that 


* * * 217 
| 
* 1 

' + Chap. i. 14, 15. 


"Chap. i. ©. 
Chap. ill. 1. &c, 


exem- 
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exemplary Purity of Mannere he bad M 


the Begining been ü oper 
neſs in the Faith. © 1.1 2%} 
| And how docs this, ay Ltd; now (6: 
low ? Is there any .Chaſm in the'Sen{e? 
Any thing wanting to make the Connexion 
fall and complete ? Bot you kno, the Con- 
nexion, as it here ſtands, is between the 
Verſes immediately preceding the poletnic 
Paſlage under Conſideration, and the Be- 
ginning of the 3d Chap. and conſequenth, 
all between is but one great Parenthbefs, 
into which the Apoſtle is carried occaſiohal- 
ly from the mention of his Solicitude for 
them. The and therefore, which T have 
ſupplied, or ſomething like it, would have 
been neceſſary, had the Words i 
followed one another; but there is no'room 
for any ſuch Particles of Connexion aſter 
long Parentheſis, ann 
Break in the SenſGGG. 
All chis, the Six Verſes of the Path, 
and the ſucceeding Chapter to which it 5 
connected, being therefore plainly | pares- 
thetic to the Courſe of the Epiſtle; its very 
Nature, as a Parenthefis, will furniſh us 
with no inconfiderable Clue to the preciſe and 

| determinate 
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« Suhjet?, as is this defer m. 
e eee ee 


the 54g a0 a Particle of Tranſition only, as 
it ſometimes i, a well as the nam of the 
Coufal, and with the Tranſlators render it 
for,- 0s a: Reaſon | for his Deſire of leaving 
behind him | ſomething which might be a 
kind of teſtamentary Memorial of the Do- 
Cline he had taught ; in either Schiſe the 
Expreffion is ſuch, for we have made 
* known unto you,” a8 to leave us in no 
doubt who the you or the we here is. The 


Reaſon however does not end here: He had 
4 ng Doctrine, Wr 
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the falſe Teachers he has in view * © But 
ING C4 6 there 


[244] 
* there were falſe Prophets among the Pen. 
* ple, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachis: 
1 among you ®.” The reſt of the Chaptef h 
all a glowing Invective againft the worldly 
 Motives, and wicked Practices, of "thoſe, 
— ——— 
Chriſt, the principal View of the "Epiffhs, 
he procceds to obviate in'the third Chats, 
Let us now take a View of the Order aſ 
che Whole parentberic Part of the Epiſtle 
together with its Connexion with the pre- 
ceding and ſubſequent principal Part. "The 
Apoſtle, having begun with ſetting beſire 
His Chriſtians of the Circumciſion the'great 
and precious Promiſes of their Faith, toge- 
ther with the indiſpenſable Condition ef 
them, an holy Life, proceeds (a Thought 
naturally riſing out of the View of the 

| nth gre Imparane ofthe dare ws 
expreſs his Solicitude "about 
their 5 ——— — 

were then; and more eſpecially, as 

— — 
had taught, his Deſire, that, after his De- 
yon Tre r 
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Trumh of it; from what he hid Bin feen 


"Tis-cafy | 
Preparative as this, for what w to come 


Chriſtians. With reſpect to the Subject, the 


the Apoſtles themſelves, having, with only 


Ts] 
them a ſtanding Preſervntive, by calling 
back to their Remembrance the Truths he 
had taught them: And, in the Mention of 


this, aſlures them, 'that it was.not only b. 


and heard, and from that ſurer Word of 
Prapbery be bad ; and what Attention was 
due to this Word, as 3 
to conceive hat an Effect ſuch a 


after, muſt have on the Minds of bis 


Moment of the Doctrine; with 


for them ; his diſintereſtod Teal 


bincerity in teaching ; his Diſtinction among 


two others, been admitted to the firſt Scene 
of Chriſt's Glory; and his having ſtill that 


ſurer Word of Prophecy for the Truth of 


e 
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2 to the Teacher, his great Love and 
Concern 


For the Doctrine, eyen to dying for it; his 
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ahe Motive of Men; who L — 
chandize of them, be oppoſed to. abe difin- 
acrefted Love chey Jaw in the An 
Their: denying the Lard that dung bt d 
4o his dying in his Cauſe ; their Laſcivipul- 
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Tus of 5 +t 
inſeparablo Con- 
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Av the former Part ofthis Pires 
ntes naturally out of the Mention of him» 


= © is the latte? relative 19 


" its tie Wa Light, 
NT rf, wok. bare Bower 
that ar of thy falſe Trackers 
A . and oojiſequently, 


dyed anno here, the general 
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founded, 
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founded, the Place for which is in the 3 
Chapter ; but conſider it as ſubſcrvient.t9 
its proper Den, which is to efabiiſh the 
Authority of the Apoſtle on the Minds of bis 
Diſciples, that it might, together with the 
neceſſary Connexion between what a Clii- 
ſian, as ſuch, is to do and hope, inſiſted 
on before, be a Balance to the inveigling 
Doctrines of . Herefiarchs after his Death, 
| And this is done with ſo much Addreſs, and 
ſo much Modefy, as he is forced to ſpeak of 
hinaſelf, that it ceally adds a Weight to hi 
Authority ;. .and we may. cafily trace the 
ſame Humility, which in his Exhortazion 
to the Preſbyters of the Church, 27 
Firſt Epiſtle, makes him call himſelf 2 

„ and. io- 


poſes the Apo poſtle e 
aire! Bouncer ee 


— * 
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ud:the ſame as in the next Chapter, He 


« alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy,” of 
Chriftians in general ; a Senſe, which ſeerns | 
u contrary to all grammatical Conftrution, 


as to the Defign of the Paſſage; and applies 
the other we, which he owns refer to the 


Apoſtle only, as en Evidence to Chriſtians in 


common, in a Manner, which appears to me; 
to ſay the beſt; too laboured, and not a little 
perplexed. But to diſmiſs Mr. Aſbrom s 
Scheme with ſo general an Anſwer, you'll 
perhaps, my Lord, think unbecoming the 
Regard due to him. I will therefore enter 
more ly-into it ; and becauſe he 
has one previous Reaſon for his Senſe being 
the true one, which is, that tis impoſſible 
any of thoſe before him ſhould, I will pre- 
viouſly conſider his Objections to that of m7 
Lord of London 8, that is, indeed, to my 
omn Senſe too. In doing this, you'll pleaſe 
to obſerve, my Lord, that whenever I make 
aſe ef Prophecy. or Afratle; 1 underſtand 
the Gift, or communicated Power, of pro- 
pheſying, and the Power of working Mi- 
racles ; of Prophecies and Miracles, the 
whole of Prophecics delivered, and Miracles 

| wrought, 


befides underſtands the we, in we have 
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— aue bus. 
Reaſoning againſt my Lori 
ning Laa 
theſe Wards: 5 In : 
St. Peter neverdid 2 
" 2 s 4 Droof w 
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| Win, inflen] of ecenſt Prophecy, bayhh 


will appear in the intervening Paragniph 


— 


by 32 100. 


de his Word? There can -be no. dealt 


a Prediction, /proy'd to be the Word, of 
God, is no Argument for any thing without 
a Miracle; and becan/e a Prediction un- 
prov'd. to be the Word of God, &c. apd 
of the other, tis plain, that Prophecy ther 
means 4 Predifion unprov'd. 


between this and the. Concluſion. above, 
re the very ſame Reaſoning is applied 
tp. the more ſure Word of Prophecy, in 


particular,” '# « Tis true, SIG 


7+ © Pagoged:' 1! ic os one * 
te Pois 


r % r TTT. TT cs OY, 
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« Point FO. = OE 
® Fefur' to bis ſpecdy Coming again in 
r does vaty the Caſe" in this one 
« reſpett, but -in'this only, that it makes 
« Prophecy entirely neceffary to the Proof 
« of it, becauſe an Eyent thit is yet to come, 
„ein admit of no Proof without a Pro- 
© phecy ; but it gives no Ground for com- 
*. and preferring that Proof to Mi- 
A 7 becauſe it il conſeſſed, that Th, 
« very Prophecy can be bo Proof, 3s in the 

« Inſtance of Gideon, of Moſes, or in any 
other, till it becomes ſo by the Addition, 
« bauern dh dee ges, a Miracle" 
It is very plain, thut Prophecy here means 
i PrediHion not proved to be the Word of 
God; and as the Courſe of this Gentleman's 
Reaſon requires this Senſe, it muſt be this 
benſe of Wich 1 Imagine is 
made uſe of in the, Concluſion immedi- 
wy following, unleſs he uſes one Senſe 
in d Eur of his Proof, and 
in the Concluſion, But is it, my Lhe, 1 
pd Predifiion that bis Lordfhip thinks 
the Apoſtle intends, when he ral Nr. the 
more ſure Word of Prophecy ? Whether it 


Page 103. 
be 


341 2 


be or not, let his own Words, in his Expp- 
ſition of the Expreſſion, teſtify : * We bete 
4 more ſure Word of Prophecy ; i. e. r 
have the very Word of Cod (ſpeaking by 
his Prophets), to whom all Futwrity: is 
known, . Suppoſe +, with the Gentlemen 
of Eton, the P of the Old Tf 
ment only here to be meant, did the comen 
Fews, to whom St. Paul writes, look po 
| N as unprov d Predictions only? Or, id 
not they believe them, and le urge then, 
as the Word of God ? And indeed they were 
not only believed, but proved to be his 
Word, by the Credentials of his Miſſion 
which each Prophet bore: And the Chriſtian 
Prophecies (if they are to be taken into the 
more ſure Word of Prophecy) relating tothe 
ſame Event, had their full Vouchers from 
the Miracles on which their Authentickneks, 
as the Word of God, ſtands. The Conclufn 
therefore, let the Reaſoning be ever ſo jul 
is nothing to his Lordſhip; and 1 
notwithſtanding all that the i 
A. has ſaid, that the Biſhop. f 6 
Senſe of the Words may be the nd We 


® Diſc. i. p. 22. 
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— OS: 
1 an unprov'd Prediction, to Prophecy meant 


of Prediction prov d, and acknowlede'd to be. 
the Ward ef G . of : bluaw oa 

But very ly 1 r Lordſhip will bo, 
led to think, from A. known Inge- 


nity, and the utter Impropriety of his Rea- 


buing in the Senſe of Prophecy for bare 
prediction, to prove his Point in View, that 
by Prophecy he muſt mean Prophecy in the 
ame Senſe that St. Peter and my Lord of 
Linden meant it; bt oth mal ppl 
2 which is of 8 Weighs 
' elf, 
e e thus he he tm b 
5 Prophecy, Prophecy is 
* thing elſe but the Relation or Hifory ry 
future Act “; and if, thro' the Whole 
of his Argument againſt his Lordſhip, vou 
put, when he ſpeaks himſelf, Prediction 
» one Word for Hiſtory of a; Fry Fat, 
ſtead of Prophecy, You. w |, I believe, 
ſcarce find one Place, in wich thi wit ne 
«Hefually ſpeak his Senſe of Prophecy, 
ln + the Paragra ph indeed juſt now. quoted, 
where it is ſaid, that Prophecy is intirely 


* Page 94+ + Page 36.55. 
Da neceflary 


1361 
neceſſiry to the Proof of Chrids c 
again in Power, becaufe an Event that is 
to come, can admit of no Proof without a 
Pr one would be apt to. imagine 
that as bare Prediction is no Proof at il af 
an Event that is to cotne, it muſt be Pro- 
phecy, proved to be the Ward of God, tha 
muſt there be meant: But as the Author 
there ſpeaks but of ſomething in the Prof 
neceffary, as Prediction certainly is, what fol 
lows, © that very Prophecy can be no Prod 
> till it becomeſofrom the Addition and ht 
« Strength of a „“ ſhews, that herr 
| Prediction is here too attended by Prophicy, 
unleſs you will ſuppoſe that he there uſes Pro- 
in a different Senſe from what he do: 
ore and after, and that the Reaſon is quit 
inconſiſtent with the Aſertion. The Sum df 
his Reaſoning is, that necelfary, 
and a Miracle to prove the Prediction to be 
the Word of God; and as both are unh 
' neceſſary, one cannot be b to the 


 _ other. 
hirefore; hy Mt 


"kw 


Aston himſelf, Ms 
cannot be preferr d to the other as an Fu- 
dence, yet both tegetber complete the 7 
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We, 


he really means,” B, E not'trve, however 
ſite to be cue; which is quite contriry 
to what he intended to prove. 

The Senſe on which Mr. Afbfon here 
reaſons on Prophecy, as bare Prediftlon, tho 
tis x vulgar Senſe bf it, is not ocly different 
EE es os wan 


which I do not remember to be above once, 
Prediction to be luſpir d, tho it 


was not really fo, is meant thereby : And. 


D 3 what 


[38] 
What is ſtill worſe, this Ambiguity ofthe 
Term has not only confounded Mr. Ava 
himſelf, but very poſſibly may the gu 
too, which being thus envelop d, it may be 
of ſome Uſe to endeavour to drualqꝑ it. Os 

Miracle of itſelf proves nothing but tie 
-more than human Power fie) Worker; 
and, as the Miracle may be circumſtanced 
of his Benevolence too, which we do nt 
here take into Conſideration, - But when 
Miracle is wrought, and the Intention uf 
the Miracle expreſly declared to be to pom 
any particular Doctrine, ſtill the [Mirgde 
proves only the above Power of the Worker, 
and the Evidence of the Defirine reſts only 
# this, that ſuch Declaration is il. 
2 of God; and ſhould not the Mirace 
be thus explicitly connected with the Doc- 
trine, the F 
tribute the Eyidenee it has to prove the 
general Miſfion of the Worker. But fill al 
Doctrines taught under that general Miſſſan, 
deri ve their Authority from their being the 
Werd of God, and that they are taught un- 
der the Inſdiration of the Holy Spirit; i 
whatever is delivered by ſuch a one, not un- 
der nn, is ſtill the Word of 


Man, 
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Col 
iu i ir" On Nor the delivering 
of try thing under ſick” be the 
delivet d either 4a Do&rine, in the 
proper Senſe of the Word, or a Command, 
or a Hymn, or a Thing not known by human 
Means, is, a8 well as 4 future Event, in 
the ſcriptural Senſe 1 popille; or Prophery, 
which denotes ſometimes the AF, ſome- 
times the "Gift, or communicated' Power, 
ſometimes the Thing /o deli ver d; and ſome- 
times « ColletFion of ſuch Things. Thus all 
theſe Communications from the Deity to 
Mankind, even where'a Miracle is wrought, 
and a Declaration made, that the immediate 
Intention of it is to aſſure them of one par- 
ticular Point, are by Prophecy; and Miracle 
has no more to do but to authenticate the 
Prophecy, and prove that the Communi- 
2 And, indeed, EP 
Miracle, and accompliſh'd Prophecy, that 
can prove this to Mankind. 
But tho' no Miracle Mos e e 
Dodrine expreſly but by Prophecy, yet fome 
Miracles may be ſo circumſlanced, that ſome 
DoArines may appear probable from them. 
Thus, tho' it muſt be a very fertile Imagina- 
wb; indeed, - that could find out any Con- 
D4 nexion 


« 


[ 4 ) 
' between our Lord's reſtoring blind 
Bartimeus to Sight, and his futm Caming 
end Power ; yet the Miracle of the. Gli. 
cation affords /ome Hopes of it, that-of hu 
—— much greater : But tis fun 


— ar ey 
ations of the Mount If it can, let m a, 


this; Would that Miracle — 
ſtrong, and as rational Hopes of it, a & 
mow bas? If not, then his Hopes are founded 
— —¼ 
ies is than 
from the Miracle; and ſurely a greater will 
admit of a Compariſon with a 4%. This 
my Lord, is a fummery State of the Caſe; 
the faler ee will * in in 
— — 
2 now, my Lord, on with lev 
if it be. only. for yaur on Eaſe, 1 
conclude, that tis nor impoſſible but his 
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us 
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it de preferr'd, Let us then proceed 


my Claim to all that Excuſe for the Freedom 


 profe 

Fellow of Ei, in bis e Dit 
{ertation, 

But *tispoſlible, thatMr. Ghia Solution 
may have leſe "Difficulties than his Lord- 
ſhip's ; If it has, in the Name of Truth, let 
to the 
Examen; and fure Mr. Afton cannot take | 
it amiſs, that I do that with his, which be has 
done with my Lord of London's: Azad. I 
ew Lam — that I 
ſhall not do it with leſs Decency, I here, 
once for all, would be underitood to lay in 


of Examination I take with theſe two Gen- 
tlemen, which Mr. Aſbton, in the Advertiſe- 


ment to his Diſſertation, with « ModdRy ond 


P. 12. 1 P. 67. 


| [42] 
Flegance ch e only 
of Taſte, has done, for that he has taten 
with the great Names be found bimfef” 1 
led diffent fru. 

Mr. Afbrons Solution, then; as he = 
ſummu it up himſelf in Profopopuric if 
the Apoſtle, is this“: „I confeſs your Af. 
<< "fictions are great; but are not your Ex. 
4 ſo too? Lou expect nothing 
« leſs than a glorious Kingdom,” which his 
* rr bits mbmge > | 
« you have convincing Arguments for your 

Hopes: For we heard God acknowledge 
n Kr i Wi we ſaw God, at the 
« ſame Time, give him a Specimen of His 
« fiture Glory. 
« And this Hope of Glory and a King- 
dom correſponds entirely with what the 
** Prophets have ſucceſſively declar'd to you. 
They always gave you high 
« of Glory and Power; they told you of 
& an everlaſting Kingdom; and the Holy 
* Spirit, whoſe Influence they confeſſedly 
* were under, does now affure you, that 
te that very Kingdom is reſerved for you in 


&© Heaven. 
. P. 151, 152, 


ec Your 


«6 this incans; -ſircaiger. than ever it was: 
« Your Prophecies are now become a ſurer 
« Guide. to ;you, becauſe you under land 
a them better: Lou were liable to many 
« Miſtakes and Diſappointments, when you 
* wete left to your on ConjeRates, about 
« the Intent of them: You can now be 
liable to none, ſinoe God bimfelf has been 
« pleas'd to explain to you their Intent. 
In the laſt of theſe Patagraphs is explain'd 
the Connexion between the ſurer Word of 
n 
private Interpretation, which follows; and 

the Explanation is in ſo clear and appoſite a 
Manner, that one is ſtruck with it at the firſt 
Appearance, and fees, at once, that it bids 
fair to be true. But all before has ſome- 
thing which we can-find no Footſteps of in 
the Apoſtle's Words, and ſuppoſes him to 
be here urging the general Evidences for the 
Coming of Chrift, Miracle and Prophecy, 
| and reſting the Chriſtian's Hopes, as to - 
racle, on that of the Mount; and with re- 
ſpect to Prophecy, on the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament now explain'd by the Holy 
D and that thoſe Pro- 


phecics, 


(:.44/] 
phecies, by theſe Explications, are . be- 
come ſurer: So that the « iſon it not 
of Prophecy, and the Miracles of the Mount; 
but af Prepbecy with iti; of Prophecy 
before and iben; which is one of the old 
Inter pretations rejected by his Lordſhip for 
2 Conpanie. ces hc 
had not placed it. 20... 
— the whale. 
'verted Paſſage is made to tiſe out of, ami be 
ten ann 
The Apolile, in the DiGertativn, begins with 
ſaying, I confeſs your Ljfibiions are. great; 
but the Apoſtle, in the Epiſtle, has not a 
Syllable about &MiRtions, from the Begit- 
ning to this Place. Ho, then, can the 
Paſlage riſe out of. the Mention of it, asit 
muſt do if it be opper'd to it? Nor ean it be 
ſaid that the Apoſtle was led to ſet before 
.them the Evidences of their Hopes, in arder 
to fortify their Minds againſt the Proipect 
of Perſecution, as this was the Eui of the 
Epiſtie; and be might have that End in 
View in this Place, tho' there is no expreſs 
Mention of it. For tho this is Part of ile 
End 1 the Fin Epiſtle, and the ſupporting 


Proſpect 


wat ar ll the Bod f the Seen, ma 
Mention is made of it thro' the Whole. 
The Temptations-in the Bord knows, how to 
deliver the Gadiy aut of Temptations; r of the 


Second Chapter, being plainly, thoſe of falſe 
Teachers; and not of Perſecutors;. Nor, 


iter having done what was the Deſign of 
the Epiſtle to do, to defend the Dactrine of 
Cris future , Coming againſt, the. falls © 
Teachers, does the Apoſtle apply the Doctrine 
to the Support under Perſecution; but to 
the ſame Integrity of Life and Manners he 
had been reminding. them of in the Begin- 
ning of the Epiſtle, as the covenanted indiſ- 
« * Wherefore, dearly Beloved, {moe you 
expect theſe Things, take care that you 
ebe found unto him without Spot, and 
e blameteſs,” And, after the Mention of St. 
Paul, he concludes the  Epiftle with that 
which was the Deſign he had in View in the 
writing ii. +. You, therefore, Brethren, 
* knowing theſe Things before - hand, take 
* care that ye be not carried away with 
* Chap. iii. 14. + Ver. 17,18, 
oc the 
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 the'Errot of ungddly Mei, and fall m 

„ your om Stedfaſtneſ ; but  increale 1 
Grace, and the of our Loi 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to horn de 
« Glory,” Cc.“ Thus the Propriety of ſel- 
ting to Vit the Evidences of the Hopes of 
2 Chriſtian, in order to ſupport him under 
the moſt trying Duty, which would Tread ts 
to admit that thoſe Evidences were, in fa, 


here ſet to View, will be none, when it ap» 


pears that that Duty was not then in the 
Apoſtle's Thoughts. 

But let us proceed to the mote ſure Word 
of Prophecy itſelf. Mr. Aftton's Setife of it 
is, that the Prophecies of the Old Tefti- 
ment are now become more ſure than before; 
and the Means by which they become ſo are, 
chat the Holy Spirit, under whoſe Influ- 


« ence the old Prophets y were, 


. « does now aſſure you, that that very King. 


« dom they promis'd is reſerv'd for you in 
« Heaven. Your Argument from Prophecy 
« is, by this means, fronger than ever it 
«' was; your Prophecies are now become 1 
« ſurer Guide to you, becauſe you" under- 
« ſtand them better,” Now in the Apoſtle's 
Words Ny CR TEN 


[47 

in reſpe of which the Compariſon is made, 
of the Nord of - Prophecy. being now ſurer 
Meaning of the Apoſtle, never, ſurely, could 
have been the Caſe. If the Compariſon: 
eee as is his 
ip's. Senſe, there wants nothing but 
the c 
ing: But if the Compariſon be made be- 
tween two Things not polen of before, be- 
tween Now and Before; and the Preference 
ga oy a Reaſon not mention d before; 
i poſſible that there ſhould not be one 
Word to expreſs either of them? The former 
is an Obſervation of Efius ; but with what 
different Eyes do 1: ſee Things 
Mr. Afaton declares®, that He does not 
* ſee how the Apoſtle could have expreſs'd 
* that Meaning” (chat we have now a ſurer | 
Word of than before). © in a 
* clearer Manner than he has done here. 
„KI toner BEBAIOTEPON, Tor geil 
„ NM » TOTTO, nrarod I1NQ- 
* FKONTEZ,. That is, as plain as Words 
* can make it, If we take th jo into 

. ng , ; 
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deration ? r 
of private Interpretation. But is there not 
fill here a Chan in the Senſe f Are there nt 


dom of the Meſſiah foretold by their 
To le ME iy er 
the ſame Spirit thro' which the 
had foretold it ? And does Mr. . Aſhton ſber 
Paſſage, that expreſſr this? 80 that bub 
thing elſe is wanting to make this as plain 
as Words can make it. Beides, the Plan. 
neſt of this depends upon the Plainneſs tha 
the 7 us does refer to the We, in We 
| have a more ſure Word of 
may it not be referred to the laſt Pronow 
N, * unto” which Ye do well to attend, 
% knowing this before-hand; and be Part 
of the relative Sentence? This I' think is 
* nor can Kean 
b el 
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much leſs emphaticol than 


would have expre/?d this in 


ſuch Words? 
574 has erpreſi d the 30% in a 


re been plainer and that St. Perer, if he 
this, 
or ſome 
that 


2 
Tauvnr dn 
E 


Abet with che Argument of the A 
* with the Truth of Things, and 


Mi. 1. 
® £ 
.* 


"0 his Conſtruction of the 


1. M 


3 


ks 
f to 


by 
Jun 
nd, 
Art 


Pl ; 

* whole Tenor of the Goſpel,” p. 1 la, 
What follows from this to.p..2 32, feen 
be intended as prqparetpryto:his Explication 
of the Paſſage, which he there begins d 
enter on: Now, whatever is, thro this pm. 
faratory Part, urg d concerning Supper 
under Affliction being the End of this Se- 
cond Epiſtle, is already, I think, obviated, 
by what is juſt ſaid on that Subject i and 
this ſrems to be all; in this art, wich it 
neceſſary to Mt. blaue Solution. as itidlif. 
fers from what appears, toi me; to he the ue 
one; For as to the Cami of Ubriſt, in ou 
polemick Paſſage relating do bis.comrug 1 
Judge the: Quiet and tbe. Deau, I entireh 
agree with him; and, inſtead of objeQing 
hank chie fgmbe he bas ſaid again an- 
other more F intended 
bag vba Asti yd bavbitngg © noi! 

- After theproperotery Pit he -procepiat 
the eee, Explication of the Paſlage, 
thus “: The. Apoſtle, RI, 00 their 
% Recolledion, two Conſiderations: One 
« from, the Atteſtation of Gad:to the Truth 

« of Chrif's Miſſion, at his Transfigars- 
« tion the 3 as tels 
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* Epiſtle ; where he tells them, that his 
„End in writing! to them was, that they 
« before of the bah Prophets, and he adds, 
* of the Commandments of the Apoſtles — 
* for tis evident, that one of theſe Argu- 
© ments is, founded on the Credit of :the 
22 and the other will appear to reſt 
upon the Authority of the antient Pro- 
pet After which, he proceeds, to.con- 
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r be ſuitable to that Eid: 
Yet, what has been already ſaid, and Tthink 
prov d, of the Apoſtle's immediate Nn 
this difficult Paſſage, of its being Purt of. 
long Parentbefis ; and of whom the Ni 
the Me bave a more fure Word of Prin 
is meant; is, as far as theſe ſeveral Point 
are there prov'd, a Proof that this could na 
be the Apoſtle's End. For if the 
Intention, in them, was to eſtabliſh 
Authority on 'the Minds of his . 
againſt that of the falſe Teachers, who in- 
mediately follow ; he muſt, in Courſe, be 
led to ſomething pecubar to himſelf, and nt 
common to all Chriftians, And if this be: 
Parenthſi, tis inconſiſtent with the Naum 


\which is juſt afterward ſaid in the prizcipe 
Pari, to which this is Be 
8 have a more ſur 

Prophecy,” cannot be underſtoe 


9 55 df this Words, built on doch #Shp- 
« poſition, "muſt incur*the fame Abſardity; 


which, indeed, i oy ne: 


CS 


— 
© © 
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Diſgrace on any Solution ——— 
thereon. | | N Yo 3 de oni ent.” 

———— . — 

ng in the Diſcuifion of the Fitneſs of the 
Miracles of the Mount to the 
by Mr. A/oton (for as to the Fitneſs of Pro- 
pheey, as here underſtood,” there can be no 
doubt); ſo fur from it, that would readily 
reſt; the Whole of the Argument om it; 
that tis 1 le St. Peter ſhould, from 
the Lxſitne of em, uſe em fot the End aſ- 
ed by page —— — 
be more the Purpoſe, was che Deſign 
of the Paſlage what we have made it. Now 
tho' the Fitneſs of it, to.cſtabliſh-his own 
Authority, will only ſhew, that this might 
be; yet the · Unſitneſs of it, to found. the 
Hopes of Cheiſtians, in common, upon, is 
ſuffictat ta ſhew, that This canli nas be his 
kad. For tis impoſſiblo that St. Peter, 
under Infpiration, could make uſe of Means 
nſufficient to the End ;. an End of ſuch Im 
portance,. and which he, had ſo much at 
Heart ;- and paſs by Means, he hat! before 
him, altogether ſufficient to that End. 
Mr. Aſtuom, in ſtating the End here in 5 
View, ſeems very clear; the Apaſite's In- | 
1 E 3 tention, 
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| »| Nowtthe obvious Senft of fabliftngay 


141 

tention, in thid-Paſlage; is, to efabliſhithe 
« future Kingdom of Chriff by thoſe u 
« Argutnents,” the w beforc-mentioid, 
the Atteſtation at the Tranefiguration, end 
the of the Old Teſtament. Ac 
cordingly, he conſiders the firſt from p. i 
to p. 140, where he enters on the ſecuui 


Doctrine by Arguments, is, Ithink, whathe, 
in the iat Pape, Expreſſes, by giving as im 
clufrve' Prof at cn de given of it. Let u 
ſee, now; ho tlie Arzrflation t. Qodd is fac 
a cxielufive: Proof pP the! fururv Kingdm 
froni the Side of Miruele It may be pro- 
per, however,” previoully to obſerve, dite 
ject, ſo his Terms are not a Iittle confuſed, 
The firſt of the two Arguments, to pro 
the Fitneſs, is, in the Place above cited from 
p. 13 1. 'eall'd r een f God to'the 
Truth of Chrift s „Now. p. 138 
the divine Atteflation io dle Miffion of Chrif, 
is plainly meant of only one of the Miracle 
of the Mount, the Atteſtation of the Voice 
as diſtinci from the Glovification, which i 
, conlider'd ſeparately, as making up, togethe: 
nnn 4 
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Cog] 
la the former Place the fame Form of Ex- 


"ſands för de Ateſiation" of the 
Voice and the Glorification © , for 
the Whole of thi Proof from Muck; in 
the latter, for the Atteſtation of 'the Voice 
only, 2 Part of n Whole." Again, as the 
Miracle of the Glorthication, in the latter 
Pace, ſtands for the proper Glorification ; 
x ſeems, in the next Page, to ſtand for the 
3 — Ir the 
Murr of the Atteſtation, and the Glorifi- 
3 it was intended as 2 


— tn wa , to his Diſciples | 


of three 
credible — e utmoſt Evidence 


requir'd by the pry ory the Feu, to 
e hl Eren Fpiitlc was written, were oblig d, 


qui the F e e yoni 


. 

iche Pick könn ihe Nature of the Mira 
des of the Mount, this ingenious Gentleman 
muſt have either forgotten himſelf, or I do 
not underſtand him, I will give you, my 
Lord, his own Words“. / 


+P. 134. P. 146, 1 7˙1735. P. 154. 
E 4 « Firſt, 


F 
_ «© was an indiſputable Earnef of what um 
promiſed, © the glorious Kingdom of Chrif, 
And then, T. The Miracle of the Glonk- 
cation bears an evident Relation to the 
«| Event, of which it is a8 P 
+ and, when taken dr, with the him 
« Atteſtation to the Miſſion of Chrift,va 
concluſive a Prog, as can be given, of li 
coming again in Glory, if he has grv- 
« m/ed that he will come again in Glory 
If any Man will diſpute this, let him 
* conſider how the. Proof of the gen 
« Reſurrection differs from this. The Nei 
« would be a good one, if the Miracle [of 
the Reſurrection] had no Reference © 
« the Thing it was intended to prove: As, 
jn both theſe Caſes, it has an unqueſtion- 
« able one; it is, at the ſame time, a Proc 
« and a Specimen, of the Thing which z 
| « pretended tobe prov'd by it. 7 
'It is a Point agreed between us, apd 
which Mr. Aſhton has been very full in the 


+ P. 135. 3 


And, in both theſe Caſes, the Proof of the 


together 


7; 


the ſecond, on the Reſurrectiom of C,; 
and the Dacfrine, in both, on the evident 


S8 
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Event of which it is produced as a Proof, 


Mien reſts on a fngle Miracle. In the 
fr, on the Atteſtation of the Voice; in 


go bogs Tonk jon, - proves the Miſſion : 


TIM 


cd be * 15 
you pleaſe, configtr' 
fion, and l wil 


all ages 9 21 both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, and of all the" 

too, of the Old, whether ri br n 
which haye Paidhy their Attitype under cl 
Goſpel-Dilpenſation ; For Rites and Ei 


Miracle, Prophecy, . or may bi 
clearer, and have Babe of the Pio: than 


another; but the Goſpel- Evidence i 5s the joint 
Evidence f all: Nay, Mr. Aſbton himſelf 
has, in another Place o, obſery'd, «Wha 
| | . P. 44+ ; | * will 


"0: 39.1 
« will contend. with him that aflerts only, 
—̃ͤ — "wage" mes 
care rt tes ' i 9240 1 
For this very Reuſon, you! it 
ou I kbow; will ſupgeft, . 
e "that it % 
as concluſpve' a Proof as exn be 'giveri from 
any fingle Miracle; or Miracks, of a fag 
lande. This," ay Lord) Will indeed 
fave the ContradiZtien 5 but how will it then 
ſerve the r The future Kingdom 


of Chrift is an Promiſe of the 
Goſpel, an der un Point is the Pro- 
miſe of God, e on the very fene Evi- 
dence that the irfelf does: And can 


1 ede Peter, had 
bis Des here been to call up, inthe Minds 
\ of his the 'Evidence on which 
their Hopes ſtood, 6s io Miracle, would 
have put them in mind only of bus Miracle? 
But, even 4dthitting/ this, neither is the 
Tranſaction of the Mount a# enth/fve an 
Argument, a can be given, of the Miffion 
from one Miracle; That of the Refirrrettion = 


is very aptly introduced, by the Author, to 
explain his Notion of the Proof, from Mi- 


by then, tis an In- 
* * ſtance 


[60] 


e. of the Poſition ih 


1 kin Che noma 
the Voice; the Exhibition of one was but 
once, of the other ated; in one to ont 


eee 


[ 6x ] 
the Evangelifis,. of the fulfilling of the Pro- 
the Truth of their [Teſtimony, by Miracles 
wrought to ſupport it. Tis on this Ac- 
count, as being a fingle. Fact, and not diſ- 
traſting the Attention, as a Multeplicity: of 
Fats would do, and its: being a Summary 
of the Goſpel-Evidence, tho not the hole 
of it, that it is ſo frequently urg d fingly as 
a Proof of that Miſſion. 80 far does the 
Voice, fall ſhort of being as] conclufout 2 
Proof of Cbriſts Miſſion as the whole Eui- 
dence of it, or as the Miracle of the Ra- 
reflion\ ingly: How, then, could St. Peter 
reſt the Proof of that Miſſion on it, when 
nat ſo much better athand? | © 

But let us proceed to that Part of the 
Miracle of tho Mount, the Glorification, de- 
ſign d to be the Proof. of Cbriſ future 
Coming- in Glory, u the Teffimony: of ile 
Vaice, was to be of: his Min. It was ob- 
ſerv d before; pgg.' that tho' no Miracle can 
— — 
phecy ; yet ſome Miracles may be ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, that ſome Doctrines may ap- 
ö pear 


1 6% 
pear Sow ein end Men 
4% io, as the Relation between the Circum- 


more or lei obvious, and :firiking: But . 


Evidence of this kind can be % grant 


expreſa clear Declaration; let that Declara- 
tion, as to its being the Word of God, eit 
on the general Trey of the Miſſion, ar on 


to prove that particular Declaration; 'The 
Evidence of Miracles of this Sort, by. Bye. 
cimen, is of the ſame kind as that of h 
which'tho' in its callecti ve Force, whese' the 


Types are numerous, and the Relation .evi- 


can have this Relation ſo obvious, as to make 
it, of itſelf, ſo ſtrong 4 Froaf, that ſuch 
Thing was intended to be pre- 


figur d theteby, as an em. Aſſurance ftom 
nenn. 1 1 2 0121 


ſtances of the Miracle and the Doctrine um 


dent, is very ſtrikinz ; yet no fingle "Type | 


9 e . Sr: =” p £n. on rMOm—_ = ©@@£a, tk th. = ©, te rm, 


mas, to ur them. in EY what 
they knew, , And, che theſe, Promiſes they 
we virtually temindec of, in his ſaying, that 
he had made known unte them he Power 
and 'Conung Morin Lardy: gt Would it 
not havr heighten dhe Fonet aft chat Me- 


era Docttine df a who: had taught 
— But s we would 
no means ſtubbornl Inch 
of Groumd . 3 what 
Mr. 4/beon fuppoJit Dat, then,” this-Diffi- 
ade recury'upon'us 3 WhieOveifion Mete 


i . 


: W * 
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[ 65] 
the Proof of the Miſſion, the Arteftation of 
the Voice, falls as much ſhort of the whole 
Evidence, as that Part” of it does of the 
Whole. As to the Prophecy, ' both” Caſes 
have all the expreſs Promiſes alle: In the 
Glorification there is, beſides, "a" Typreal 
Evidence ; but the Miracles of the Reſur- 
riHion and Jſcenfion, which are both in- 
duded in the general Evidence, have each 


— a 


of the Glorification, is Jeſs than ſuch Evi- 
dence of the ReſurreQtion and Aſcenſion 
the Glocificatin-is bat” 17/3 than the 
ypical Evidence in „ and che Evi- 
quently, the Miracles le Mon, confi 
dered as one Proof, ate much Iii concluſive 
than the e Evidence conſidered as one 
Proof. 

Lasse ai wich the Re- 
furreftion fingly : The Evidence of them, us 
to the Mrſfon, has been ſhewn to be greatly 
inferior to that Summary of the general Evi- 
dence ; and the typical Evidence is at moſt 
but equal As much, therefore, as the At- 
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teſtation of the Voice falls ſhort of the N. 
ſurrection, as to the Proof of the Miſſion, 
ſo much does the whole Jrumſast ion of the 
Mount, conſidered as one Proof, fall fort 
of being as concluſrue of the coming ef Ghrif, 
65. the Wr a 98s 
Proof. 

As to tbe — conkiered; the 
Thing itſelf is full as miraculous in its Na- 
ture as the other, and has the AMfteftation of 
a much greater Number ; its typical Evidence 
is as great; and it has, over and above, 
an expreſi Promiſe annexed to the Mirack, 
that Feſus ſhould come again in like maner 
at they bed ſeen him go into Heaven ; which 
can be underſtood of no other Coming than 
his Coming at the laſt Day to judge the 
World. Thus neither is the Atteſtation s 
'concluſrve a Proof of the Miſſion, nor the 
Glorification of the particular Doctrine of 
the future Kingdom, as can be given; ſince 
tze whole of the Goſpel Miracles are much 

more concluſur of the farmer, and include 
in them a ſtronger typical Proof of the la- 
ter; nay, the Miracles of the Refurretimn 
and 1 ing are more jo, if one 
ſhould indulgently underſtand thoſe Words 
rn What 
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A 
Good-nature but this, that Mr. ,Aſvtor's, 
Expreſſion, 4s conclyfaye. a Progf as can be. 
given, is not to be taken too rigidly, and 
that no more is to be underſtood thereby, 
than 4 very good Progf? But the Queſtion, 
my Lord, is this, Whether the Scene of the 
Holy Mount be a: yery. good Proof for St. 
Peter to make uſe of, ſuppoſing his Deſiga 
here, to be the reminding Chriſtians of the 
Evidences of their Hopes, when he had. ſo 
much better. Let us then conſider bow 
gud a Proof it drafts Lord's Power and 


Coming. 

Mr. enn u, 1 — . \- link — 
guine, when in the Beginning of his argu- 
ing againſt my Lord of Landon, he lays it 
down as a Poflulatum (for a Word of Proof 
ij not there offered), and reaſons from it as 
— That the Miracle of Chriſt's Glori- 
« fication was wrought to aſcertain the F- 
* turity of his Coming ®”, (L ſuppoſe future 
Commg is meant) and that © it was wrought 
* to the ion of that Event,” 
Now I am ſo far from admitting this as a 
Pojtulatum, that I muſt own I doubt 

©: +iPhge 925; 1 2 4 + + Ms 2544. * 
| U F 2 whether 


[68] 
whether it was rntendedns any Proof at all 
of it ; and, as evident ſoever as the Relation 
it has to that Event is ſaid to be, whether it 
has any Relation at all to it in particular, 

As to its being wrought to ſupport the 
of ſuch an Event, it is certain 
there is nothing in the Relation of any of 
the Evangelifts to aſcertain the 
that comes near In the like manner 1 
« you ſee him now in Glory, ſhall you ſee 
him come in Glory; nor indeed «Ward 
about the Intention : And when the Author 
comes to prove afterwards, in Support of his 
own Solution, that it was intended for ſuch 
a-Proof, he expreſſes himſelf with more 
CircumſpeRion *, © It ſeems'to have been 
t conſidered ſo by Chriſt himſelf ;” and in 
the Conclufion of his Proof +, © This Mi- 
* racle ſtems therefore to have been deſign'd, 
« in its original Working, to raiſe inthe 
« Diſciples themſelves a Hope which ſhould 
« be fufficient to counterbalance any De- 
«*« jefion,  &c.” This is the ſecond Head 
of Proof of the Fitneſs of it to the End he 
ſuppoſes. Now this Proof riſes thus 1: 
« The Circumſtance which introduces the 

® Page #36, f Page 137: f Page 136. 

« Account 


69 
« — 7 FOR 
| « tion, in all the Relations of the 

« liſts, is x Diſourſe of Jeſus uo hie Diſcs 


| imagine, by 
the Author's Manher of Exprefiicn, "that 


the ſupporting Miracle was "inimediately 
wrought'; but look into the Evangeliſt, 
and you will find it was ſix or eight Days 
after : So that this Diſcourſe is-no Circum- 
ſtance attending or belonging to che Miracle 
of the Glorifitation, but a Thing, which, 
being next in Order of Time befbte it, is 
related next before it. In this Diſcourſe 
Jeſus  acknowleges' himſelf to be the Meſ- 
fah, but immediately appriſes his Diſtiples 
of, what they little expected to hear, the 
Suffering Scene that awaited him at Feru- 
fam; — however, that he ſhould” riſe 
uin the third Day; — he tells them what 
they ſhould ſuffer but * the Son of 
Man ſhall come in the Glory of his Fa- 
* ther, with his Angels ; and then he ſhallre- 
ward every Man according to his Works.” 
Nothing, 1 think, can 172 more 1 


4 * Mate, xvi. 27. i; 
r3 chan 
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than the Prophecy of this Coming of Chrif, 
which-1s.moſt, obviouſly introduced on pur 
pole to ſupport them againſt the predifted 
Sufferings. And the Credit: of that Promiſe 
with his. Diſciples. toad upon all che 
racles wrought by Chri/h, and the Pavachen 
of: the Gaſpel, to that Tims. Whatineed, 
then, of One Miracle, toeſtabliſh the Cat 
of what. was, cſtabliſh'd..on- ſo many O 
2 a: Hpical conſtrudhi ve Evidence, that 

this Coming was foretold by this Mirack, 
equal. the expreſs. i Neomy' they chad julian 
iy d? But iſ t e 
e of ho agen an 


cover W only P tler, , and 
were 5 ta the 4 Fore 
poſe the diſtinguiſh'd Place they held 5 2 
Maſter's Favour, , than any, peculiar, Weak» 
neſs, of theirs, which, wanted a peculiar Sup- 


Mat. xvii. 9, | | 7” 


port: 
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(ae) 
thould be favoured: with a Viſien, before 
hand; of their! Lord's future Glory; than 
that St Pan Ihould be able to boaſt of hie 


\Yidon of Paradiſe; and heariag-unſpeakablo 


Words, which it is not lawful: to utter; 
What Reaſon, therefore, have we to think, 
that the Tranſactions of the Mount were 
intended as any Proof, dt all, of Chrift'scom- 
ng to judge the World? 01,0499 Os [a0 ** 
And tho: H doubt not bur the Miracle = 
the Glorification is relativg to Chi. State 
of Ene in ſduw-Part of it, or in the node; 
yet, I muſt own, I cannot ſee the 6 evidens 
Relation it has to that Part in porticular's 
For, of all the :Circumſtarices deſcrib'd is 
attending that great Criſis of Being, I ſee in 
the Glorification:but one ſimilar, which is, 
that of the Glory itlelf. The Aſcenſion, to 
which the: Promiſe of Chriff's coming to 
judge the World was expreſly annex d, taken 


together with that Glory he aſcended to, 


ſcems a;fitter Antitype. His going up into 
the Mount where the Scene of Glory was 
to be exhibited, is, certainly, more analogous 
to the going up to Heaven, than to the com- 
ing down from it; and his Preſence, with the 
h - "© Glory 


C72] 
Glory recognizing him as his Son, with 


Moſes and Elias attending on it, more repre- 
ſentative of his Admiſſion to the Right Hand 


of the Father, than of his coming with the 


<< not taſte_of Death, till they ſee the 80 
* of Man coming in his Kingdom,” which 
Mr, Ashton ſuppoſes. to.'be! folfill'd in the 
Tranſactions of : Mount, if they refer to 
the entering on that Entrance 
ſhould be dated from his real Entrance on 
his Glory; and not from a Specimen of it, 
in his State of Humiliation; and which was 
his Sufferings. Now I have: learnt from 
Chriſt himſelf, that his Refurref#on was his 
Entrance into his Glory, when, ſpeaking of 
that and his Paſſion, he ſays , Ought 
* not Chri/# to have ſuffer'd theſe Things, 
and to enter into his Glory?” Judge, then, 
whether the Miracle of the Glorification, or 
the Aſcenſion, ought rather to be deem'd 


| the Epoch of the * Invef/iture of Chriſt into 


» Luke Avi. 26. « 
| i 
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« bis Kingdom of Glory.” This, probably, 
was the Reaſon, why the favour d Three 
were not allow'd to declare the Miracle, till 
the Glory repreſented in it was juſt ready to 
open upon them; till his State of Exaltation, 
—— ghamnrads 
to receive the News, and expect, with Im- 
patience, the Completion of it. 

1 expe, my Lord, yon will urge upon 
me, againſt this, St. Peter's own Authoruy, 
who, at leaſt, infers the ſecond Coming of 
Chrift from the Miracles oſſthe Mount: But, 
inſtead of what the Apoſtle there ſays make- 
ing againſt this, I am going to produce it as 
an Evidence for it. He had not been im- 
pod on by the cunningly-devis'd Fables of 
others, in what” he taught his | Chriſtians 
about the Power and Coming of Chrift; but 
had himſelf been an Eye-witneſs of his 
Majeſty (vd txeiy2v peynaAurrl®-), of his 


preſent Majeſty, the Majeſty be then had 
when St. Peter writes, his Majeſty at the 


Right Hand of God. 'Tis certain, that the 
Expreſſion will bear this Senſe, as well as 
the other; and the for, in For be received 
Henour and Gyms God, in the won- 


FP. 137. 


derful 


4) 
derful Appearance then exhibited in the 
Mount, may, in as full grammatical Nya 
priety; be referr'd to the whole Sentente pe. 

as to' the latter Part only, the N. 
jeſty; and then the Senſe of & will bey iht 
he then receiv'd Honour and Power, 'the 

Honour and Power belonging to'the/Mujeſly 
of the Son of God; vr; Which is 4 Nen 
of the ſame' Import, of the Meſſiak in hi 
State of Glory which . he 19 has at the 
Right Hand of God: Reccived-ther, w 
he recogniz'd him as his 8. W- d 
Majeſty which Chrift enjoys with his Father, 
Which he had the diftinguifh'd Honouref 
being admitted to bean Eye-witneſk of Al 
this follows and — 
INE at be-theiSenſe; · 
And we have theſe Reafons to'think;the 
this i the Senſe; for this is more ſuitableto 
the Apoll Defign in mentioning the M 
racle, and to the Manner of his Exproſſin 
here. His Deſign: is, confeſſedly, to rab 
high Len of” the Dignity of the Mivddhi, 
ny F add; in order to effabli/ſh his own Av 
thority in the Minds of Chriſtians; and s 
much more, as his having been admitted to 
be an Eye-witneſs of the Glory which Chrif 

5 i 
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is now inveſted with, is more conducive. to 
this, than his having ſeen him once in Cir- 
cumſtances of Glory; ſo much is this Senſe 


= 1 1 


preferable to the common Senſe 


the Twy 


mote of Curioſity than Uſe, and will * 
lade Light to the Explicdtion” of this ſo 
mach controverted Paſſage. But tis certain, 
unt e erörhs was a technical Term in the 
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76 
to a View of the moſt abfruſe and conceald 
Part of all their Myſteries, was diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Initiated of the inferiar Orders, 
Now, ſuppoſing this Term to be borrow'd 
thence, and apply d to that Majeſty he bal 
been honour'd with the Sight of; how much 
will it raiſe the Idea of the Honour he hal 
been admitted tol And how much mon 
ſuited to this, the Majeſty which Chrft en- 
joy d in Heaven is, than the Glory of the 
Mount, ſingly conſider d, is cafy to ſee.” 
But there is a ſtill ſtronger Reaſon for the 
Majeſty here fignifying the Mejefly of th 
Kingdom he bas with the Father, which, 
when taken into Conſideration, will ſhew 
theſe Words in their full Force. *Twa 
this Majeſty and Power, an elementary Do- 
Arine vf the Chriſtian Faith in which il 
were inſtructed, and all believed, which vn 
made the Foundation of the Chriſtian's 
Hopes. The Death of Chrift was couſ- 
der d as an Offering made for Sin; his Re- 

furreftion as a Proof that God had actepted 
that Offering ; that our Sins were really for- 
given by God, and we juſtified. This is the 
Meaning of St. Paul, in thoſe Wards. of 
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his®, „He was delivered for our Sins, and 
« raiſed again for our Juſtification.” - God 
him the Glory conſequent thereon; was the 
Aſſurance which he had given Chriſtians of 
it, and of all that follow'd from it: So that 
their Faith and Hope, in this, was really 
St. Paul in another Place : And if Chrif 
de not riſen, then is our Faith vain, and 
we are yet in our Sins“. And hither. is 
tobereferr'd that of St. Peter Ia chat! Bap- 
" tiſm ſaves us by the Reſurrection of Feſus 
Ari: And, again}, that it was.** by 
the Reſurrection of Feſics Chriſt from the 
Dead, that God has begotten us again 
« unto an Inl rit F ibl and un- 


* defiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 


4 for us in the Heavens. And that their 
Fathand Hope, . who by Chrif believed in 
God, who had raiſed him from the Dead, 
um, therefore, ++ . who, being gone into 
Heaven, is on the Right Hand of God; An- 
" gels, and Authorities, and Powers, being 
* Rom, iv. 23. OY bs 
11 Ep. M. al. „ m Ker. I 
e made 
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made ſubject unto him. Under whoſ 
« Feet he had ſubjected all Things, and made 
« him Head over all Things to the Chareh; 
* which is his Body To the Majeſty ad 
Glory which their Lord had on the Right 
Hand of God, that Chriſtians, as Members 
of that Body, were every-where direQtedto 
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3 12 
This is what St. Peter 
tavght in Perſon is be Diſperss 


of the Cir- 


cumciſion, to whom be writes, if he had 
ever taught them in Perſon ; but tis what 
he, moſt certainly, has done, in his Firſt 
Epiſtle 


to them, in the Places before cited. 
"Tis with che Refurref#ion, as that which 
they were to rely on for it, that he Sci. 
their Hopes of that + sncoryuptible Inberit- 
for them in Heaven ; thut 
Praiſe, and Honour, and 'Ghery ; chat Sul 
vation of fheir Souls, which they were to 
receive at the Revelation- of r 
and tis with the ſame Reſurrection he nd 


them||. And, notwithſtanding what has been 
faid of Prophecy, betzveen theſe two Places, 
as the ſole Foundation of thoſe Hopes oſ 

„ Eph. i. 22,23. + 1 Ep. i.3. Kc. WO 
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Chriſtian ; it is introduced only as an 
———ͤ — 
25 being that which had been foretald by 
their Old Prophets, tho' not underſiood by 
wem; and declared by the New Ones of the 
Goſpel. The Force, therefore, of | theſe 
Wards, will be, © When I made known | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I was not impos d on 
r Fables, but was, 
« mylelf, an Eye-witncſs of that Majeſty 
* of hit with the Father, to which I have, 
© in ry Fin Epiſtle, exhorted yon to look 
« up, as what you may ſecurely rely on, for 
rr 
* yourſelves will receive at his Coming. I 
vn, beſides, an Ear-witneſs to God the 
* Father's Atteſtation of his being his Son, 
„in the Character of which he enjoys.afl 
that Majeſty.” As from the con 
i Religion, that God is a Re- 
diligently ſeek him; 

and from the Lord's being made Head over 
al Things to the Church, which is his 
Dody; all, as Members of his Body, may 
teaſſur'd of his Will: 480, as he is now 
* inveſted with all Power, FRY RING 
% rower, 


7 80 ] 
« Power, abundantly to reward your Obs: 
« dience to his Commands, and your Suf. 
« ferings for his Name.” The Connexion 
between bis Power and your” Rewards 
ſtrong and convincing ; but then it is fil 
but Inference ; and from his Power to re. 
ward you, there can be little or no Iuſer- 
ence to that particular Manner in which l 
have aſſured you it ſhall be done; that i 
ſhall be by his coming at an appointed Time, 
to judge the World, and to render to'every 
one according to his Works. The Infer- 
ence can at moſt amount to no more, thai 
that ſuch a Coming is content with th 
Power he has, and therefore may be; bot 
that this wi be, I have a more ſure Ward 
* of Prophecy, more aſſuring it than any{pch 
Inference, nay, than aty Inference of your 
4 Reward which I can draw; even from what 
1] both ſaw and heard of that Power; an 
Aſſurance of it, and of the Manner 
of it, by his coming in Perſon! to judge tie 
World; from the Word of God bim 

'Tis certain that the Apoſtle, in his Firk 
| Epiſtle, did make known to his Diſperſed, 

the Power of Chriſt in his State of Exalt- 
tion, as a Foundation: for the Hope of the 


4 
incorruptible Inheritance, and the Coming 
of Chriſt, when and by which they were to 
recerve it, as two diſtin Things.” 15 
probable; thereſore, that when be hers 
peaks of having made known to them the 
Power and Corning uf the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
he means dem as two; diſtinct Things 
likewiſe : His Power; df his pen Power; 
his Coming, of that Hure Comming. But 
kt this Pomet and Cdtning be intended 
of two diſtinc Things, or together of the 
ae Thing, called. generally in his Firſt 
Epiſtle, the Revelation (Ara ec) of 
Vn Chrit ; hin Nidgeſty, - undenſtbod af 
his Maeſky 0s Chrif at the Right Hand of 
3 1 LPG * n 
Hude eg 
Majlty yoderſtood ply of the cri 


* haye bern an chat G 
Merida vi e e 
— faught you | * than—* I was once an E 
vith before his Paſſion?” And as to Infer- 
Ace, rio Inference. at all can be made, ei- 
ter to the Reward, or to the Time and 


Monner of conferring the Reward, from 
[ .G the 
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the Scene of the Mount alone: None with- 
out taking in the State of Glory Chriſt ws 
tered on at his Reſurrection, a View a 
which Peter was honoured with before- 
been eclipſed, and all the Hopes to be 
drawn from it extinguiſned in the Paſſios. 
Twas a firſt aflified, and then glorified 
Meſſiab, which the Prophets had foretold; 
Where then would have been the Gu 
after the Suffering ? Or what Hopes could 
u Chriſtian have, when he would, accord- 
ing to St. Paul, had not Chriſt riſen again, 
have been yet in bis Sins? How vainh 
would any Inference, drawn from the tem- 
- porary Scene of the Mount, have been urged 
to ſupport the Hopes of a Chriſtian, when 
the Confeſſion of Jeſus himſelf, and the lol 
Situation he was left in, would have readily 
occurred to every one, to convince him, that 
he in whom be bad truſted, was in Reil 
forſaken of Ged, and without all Power d 

aun 
Upon the Whole now, my Lord, of the 
Fitneſs of the Miracle of the Mount to the 
End ſuppoſed in alleging it, the reminding 
Chriſtians of the Foundation of all ther 
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Hopes ; ban St. Peter be thought to teſt al on 
that alone, and overlook thoſe of the Aſcen- 
for, of the Refurredicn, of all the mighty 
rb, on which' thoſe Hopes did in Fact 
teſt ? Could he here introduce a new Foun- 
lation, and neglect thoſe much more fure 
mer he had mentioned before ? Could he 
urge that as a Specimen, of what it does not 
appear to be any Specimen at all ? fg 
On the other hand, How comes : this 
Miracle to be mention'd at all ? If this was 
þ circumflanced, with regard to St. Peter 
bimſelf, as no other Miracle whatever is, it 
s not unreaſonable ſure to conclude, that it's 
being ſo circumſtanced was the Reaſon of it, 
And if no one Miracle can be produced, ſe 
jt to. leave on their Minds, after he was 
zone, an Impreſſion of his Authority, as 
an Apoſtle diſtinguiſh'd in the Favour of his 
Lord; I may be allow'd to conclude, that 
this is a Confirmation, that the De/agn: of the 
— ˖ IT INAD 


repreſented. 

Medes a Dikeilica of the 
Senſe Mr. Aston gives to the Word of Pro- 
pbecy, as that is a Senſe, which, however 
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If the Subject relates ta the Dogmata of ay 
of the ſame 2 then to ſuch Authors as the 


aſcertain the Notion a 
into the Terms e 2A 
which we ſhall by. the benter gui 
fied for a9 the general Deg of the Ex. 
ſtle, and che g. W 
troverted P Ithigk, bern ren 
exactly ſettled ; Mg Fang ble tum 
varia Vieapings, that may 
of which is moſt ſuitgble to 1 Defign d 
the Paſſage tad oe pie, 
In the Bufineſs of ſettling the Meaning 
of Words, the Rules of enden direct uz, 
firſt to the Author bimſel [a ju he nent i 


particular Diſcipline or dect, to che- Writer 


rer himſelf imitates, is moſt frequentin 
the Uſe of, or has a View to; and after al 
theſe, to the Uſe of the Language in p- 
neral. in ——— 
are firſt to apply to St. Peter in 
alter him to the Writers of the New Tt 
ment; and in Notiops common to both, d 
relative to the Old Teſtament, to * 


85 } 
of the” Ol; ud as Ry 1e confeſſedly 
mucke wife of che Ge Vetifon, ae 
clle# that of the Seyruagint; quotes in theit 
ery Wotds; aud is very frequent in his 
Quotitionis and Exprefiotsriten ffom them, 
it is to the Sepriehgint, preferably to the ori- 
ginat Hebrew, that we are in this Caſe to 
mig a ge and, laſtly, to the Greek 


in 
1. Aſfitoni lis enterect into the Criticiſm 
of Re in this Paffage, Mr. Cooke of 
b.; beer the have overlooked 
that which is of Itvport in it, that 
indeed on which the whole Quefftion turns, 
whether it is af al corhpated, ot with what, 
TON riPo#ffftKON AOION, ant confi- 
dered it as att Expreſſion of trite Significa- 
fon, that needed nb Inquiry; tho'it occurs 
no-where elle in all che Seriptute, and the 
Terms of which it is made up, ate, one of 
dem, of #/f dar lu Seesen, and the 
other fable to be taken in a vety partial 
Meaning. Nepia, my Lord, you ſee, 
has been taken for bare Prediction; whereas 
even inſpired Prediftion makes but a Part of 
the Notion! of it; tid , befides its 
"gnifying, -under” the Notion of '& Word, a 
G 3 ſingle 
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could be underſtood by them. 


[8%] 
fingle Word, a Saying, , a Report, a 
courſe, a Treatiſe, Diſcaurſe or 000m 
tion, Doctrine, a Law, 
Preaching, has, out of tbet Notion, tholk of 
Thing or Matter, Reaſon, Account cr 
Reckoning, a Shew, and «s Aoyor With re 
pect to, and this only jo the Books of th 
New Teſtament, 
Tis evident therefore, my Lad, on 
the Importance in the Paſſage of this Er. 
and from the miſtaken and ve 
various Signification of the Words of which 
it is made up, that the Tgopuluccs Aoy®- here 
deſerves our Attention. And indeed had 
the Gentlemen happened ta have direQted 
theirs this Way, it would have ſaved them 
the Trouble of any particular Detail ® to 
prove that the Prophecies of the Old Tals. 
ment, relating to Chriſt's Kingdom, are here 
e 2 
it would have appeared from the very 
of the Expreſſion, that neither 2 i 
ohecies of the Old Teſtament, nor any other, 


St. Peter's Manner of Expreffion, had 
he deſigned here the Prophecics of the Old 
Cds a i, 
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what he uſes in other Places, when he con- 
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ſpeaking of any Prophecies or Paſſages of 
Scripture. The very oy pi. 
n „ „bal we- 
ala are the ſtated Terms of Expreſſion 
throughout the New Teſtament, when the 
Prophecies of the Old are mention'd in it. 
Al es in S8, Yay (che their: general Man, 
ner of Ex is as above) where . 
i applied to Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment; r eee 
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to chis agree the Words azyor of the:Fie. 
phets, as it is 2wrizten* and St. ö 
Chriſt +, tho he had done ſo many Mitacks 
before them, yet they believed not on hm 
that the Saying e. of Iſfaies the Pro- 
phet might be fulfilled -which hee 
Lord, who hath- believed our Report? 
And towhom hath the Arm of the Lord 


been revealed ?” I might obſerve;. that 
even here, when , is uſed, it is net 
without one of the other ſtated Dem 
7a wbas, pm, Which tho wpognlixes Avy®y 
underſtood of the. antient Prophecies, hu 
no Pretenſions to, no ſuch Word. being 
joined with it: But what is much more to 
my Purpoſe, is the Difference of Number 
in theſe Places. . 


of, it is in che Plural; it ts Aye not MN 
Carry this Inquiry, my Lord, into the O 
Teſtament, where the Term, as. applied 
Prophecy, is much more. abundantly, uſed, 


and whence indeed it is borrowed, and you 
will not, unleſs a repeated Examination de- 


AA . 15 f N . 37, 56. 


cewwes 


[ 59 ] 5 the Singular 
cejves me, worn» 2 
— 4 
toned,” 'tis ech ger — <p 
Plural. e nr ng thn 
the Plural, of » Callin of Pr 
ho Hederw fot of 8 
the os 83 2 Word w = 
Tranſlator the Plural 

dom uſes, | the but in e 
2 3 Lehid 
G —— in the 
2 uſed it a 
= nom ae Prophecy of to the 

or all, Gentle- 
— — e a 
8 n IP: ppeſed ihas is 
15 Or! cas it be be meant of 
2 , ihe, — 
ſhould. — — 
Og Pies in he ew believe, my Lond, 
* is ſo uſed? 1 u 
— ä 
you 
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ment againſt 
men have affixed to the Word of Prophecy, 


than before, if thoſe Prophecies 
well, therefore, ſpare myſelf the Trouble 
of examining Mr. Cooke's Detail, to prove 
this fo be the Meaning of the Word; if 4 
Meaning. However, the Subſtance of what 
is there ſaid, will fall in with the Explans- 
tion of what is meant by the #poglness Aye 
in this Place. © n 12 3 eee 
That it is the ſame as 5 Me vdr uf 
cler, or d Aoyes TH „ is evident; 
but what is this Word of Prophecy which 
the Apoſtle bed, and by which he was fo 
fully aſſured of the future Coming of Ch 
As the Term itſelf is borrowed from da 
relates to Prophecy, and Prophecy it{elf 
* s 0 


[91] 
1 Term ſo liable to be miſunderſtood, even 
by the Learned, it may be proper to aſcer- 
tain y the Notion. of it, before we 
proceed to that which 4clongs to it. In 
doing this, your Lordſhip will allow me, as 
rr e 
relating to Prepbecy, from 2 manuſcript 
Explanation of the ſeveral extraordinary 
Gifts of the Spirit, in the Apoſtolic Age, 


them in St. Pauli Firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 


Methodiſtical Pretences to ex 
Cum from — 
r afrnd.co.the. 
* phecy, is that of predicting or ſoretelling 
future Events, and the obvii 

4 of the original Word --rgopiſns,/ as com- 
* pounded with , fore, leads to this 


© given of it by the Grammarjans; as com- 
pounded with e in another of its Senſes, 
« feri-or indeed — this 
* Senſe of it; chat is, one who: ſpeaks 
—— ITIY 


in a Comment on the 3 ch. which relate to 
rintbians, wrote ſome Veats ago, when the 


* Senſe 3 but there is another ® Etymology = 
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i 28 ohe fil a1 wiifhrd by ies"; 10 
ſuch, to make known to Men. 
« .— In the firſt Diſpenſation of -Religion, 
« when there was 10 writtiy Revelation, 
<« 'tis certain, however, that ther were 
Damm 
« by the Miniſtratiom of Angels, bur by 
« Prophecy. Thus Abrabum was a Prophitt, 
% and ſo was Balaam.: When therews 
« written Law, therr were dppolnted 
« Tt of that Law, the Priel, 
« and a Method of inquiring conoerning 
future Events by their Miniſtry, the Urin 
« and Thummim ; bat beſides theſs, ere 
« were Prophets. The Buſineſs of theſe 
r 
but the Regulation of Things pre. 
A 
« God's Name, concerning ſuch and ſuch 
Things; they exborted, dehorded, pro- 
« miſed Bleſſings, denounc d Judgments, 1 
% from him, as well as foret6bd' future 
© Events. Beſides this, when under inf. 


1 
„ of Revelation. 
« Of theſe. there arg three very diſtinguiſh» 
* able ones in_thy Old Teſtament, the 
« Dream, the Vim, and the Ward. The 
Dream was 4 Repreſentation of Objet1 in 
« real Sleep. The Vijion, in the proper 7 
* Senſe af the Halrem and Greek Terms, 
“and the an ove; I think, in which we 
* ule it in Eli on prophetic Subjects, 
* was the Appearance of 4 Scene of ſenfible 
* DijeF?1 to the Senſes, and principally che 
* Sight, or ſuch a vivid Impreſſion on the 
« "Inagingteon as; if it was real Viſion.” The 
Herd was a Revelation by the Ear only, in 
* which it was realy afeBied with ſuch 
* Vadulationvof the Air, as it would have 
berg by Words really ſpoks, or the Mind 
« bad fun Ideas excited in it, as it would 
« haye had by ſuch real Speech. I do not 
pretend here to the Exaftnely of Defini- 
tion, but ſuch a Deſcription, as will give 
2 2 — — 
* make them clearly diſtinguiſhable from 
one another. The Dream, and the Vi- 
* fon, do in their Nature require Interpre- 
* !8tion ; which is learnt either by prophe- 
lic Diſcipline or Inſtitution x ſuch as may 
60 be 
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* be ſuppoſed to have been in the School 


« of the Prophets, or "imparted together 
"AFR Dia or TIRE The Wierd 


— will afford Tnftabices ofthe 
Dream and Viſion,” together with the In- 
* of them given with them; 
af the former, in the Dream of the ut 
+ Beaſts, and-in the 7th Chapter 3/ of «he 
© latter, in the Viſions at the River Uu 
„ and Hiddekel, c. viii. x. Cc. As t6 
* the Word, it is as evident as abundant 
« Inſtances can make it, that under the Diſ- 
46 of Moſes,” und after his Time 
«« down to Malachi, there were afforded by 
God Revelations to the which 
« were not by Viſion or Dream, in which 
„God is ſaid to ſpeak, and the Prophet 
to beer, and which is called Re- 
nn dhe 
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. 
him to Same, Revelation by the %, of God ſeems 
to he rare indeed. there occurring but two Inſtances of 
it (Jadges vi. B. Sam. n 
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not but theſe lower * 
muſt add, that it: does not 
don Vas attended with that 
turbation of the | 
Vion and Dream was : We fee 
Jſoiah's Vikon 3 but Exebicl and Daniel are very 
tive of it. Be. i. 28. U. 8. 1. 20, 15. Dan. vñ. a8. 
2 1 Lam. iti. xi, r, See als chap in; 5, 27. 
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= : 1 
« handed down to u. Thus was it that 
Ne of God ſpake, actuated 
« (ęege aero) by the Holy Ghoſt ; and thus 
« it is, Vis "that thelr Wiitings are;/-as'8tv Put 
« exprefles it, ds vgn, inſpired by God.” 
As to Chriſtian Prophecy, it is to be 
obſerved, that as all the Kinds of Commu- 
« mynication from the Deity, "which were 
« uſed. in. the two Diſpenſations preceding 
the Goſpel, were maile uſe of 
« the Efabliſhment of the Goſpel ; fo were 
« all the Sorts or Degrees of Prophecy. — 
4 The lower Degrees, Vim and Dream, 
« generally relate to private Conduct witli 
regard to the Goſpel, to private. Revela- 
« tions, or diſlant Bvents which ſhould 
happen in the Church, and not to Pro- 
© phecy as concerned in the public preach- 
© ing of the Goſpel, and public Aſſemblies 
« of the Church; but theſe; the Gifts of 
* the Spirit in the public Miniſtrations of 
the Church, are what this\ Diſcourſe of 
© theApoſtle reſpects: Now this Prophecy, 
* Prophecy here intended, is that of the 
* bigheft Degree under the Lau of Moſes. 
Thus the Chriftian Prophets taught, ex- 
* borted, and comforted, as appears from 

H * the 
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1 1 1 
che 3d and 31ſt Verſes of the xiuih Chap 
ter, not by  Doffrine, as the q. 
« Teachers (they ſacceeded to the Moſaice! 
| Wort ar an 


*« ſpeaking 2 | 
* and ſpiritual Sougs a, roftantancoulſly de 
« livered in their public Afſemblics..— 
„ They plainly, and not by Similitde, 
faretolu future Events. As Samuel und 


„ie of old, by God's eſpecial cus. 


* 
a2 A CLOGS 
* knew and told what was done in ſecret, 
nas well as what was future; ſo did the 
* Chriſtian Prophets when any Unbelieven 


* wa: 990k, cede, nin 
« Secret of their Hearts |}, unknown to il 
« but God and themſelves, diſcover 63 


3 — 19. oy, ly gs 
7 A xiii. , 2. 1 wt. OY | 
4 u Cor. xiv, 24, 2, 26 * 
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„heard was the 3 and 
* the Religion, which was atteſted by Man's 
telling what it was impoſlible for Mun to 
* know, could come anly from him.” . - 

Such now is the Gift. of that Holy Spirit | 
of Prophecy, as it wes in the Apoſtles Time 
publicly exerciſed in preaching the Goſpel, 
ud in the public Aſſatnblics of the Church. 
towed .0n Apoples, on Emengehjfts, ot on 
thaſe who ſpake by Inſpiration in the public 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, and were in Aa 
more proper and raſtrain d Senſe called Pro- 
Ocanomy which Chriſt eſtabliſhed, when 
be frit entered on the Buſineſs of his-King- 
dom, as Head of the Church, * When. he 
aſcended on high, far above all Heavens, 
lar be might fulil all Things z be gave ſame 
Apofiles, ſome rophets, ſome Evangelifts, 

Egk. iv. 27, 2. ers Wks; 

H 2 ſome 
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fome Paſtors and Teachers; the latter, which 
are joined together, the ordinary Miniſters 
of the Word; ——— 
Age — | Here che Prophets ea 
Ring Fom the ee But juſt 
if wes underſtand 
——ñ— Goſpel to 
the Unconverted; are called Prophets 
* The Myſtery of | Fefus "Chriſt, which un 
not made known to the Sons of Men in other 
Generations, as it is now revealed to the la 
Apoſtles and Prophets by the Holy Ghoft ; nay, 
tis thus that Chrift himſelf; as he p al 
that God commanded him, is called a Prophet. 
Tis the fame which St. Paul calls the 
Myſtery of Jeſus Chriſt, or at leaſt a Pan 
of it, which St. Peter, aſter having ſet to 
View the Hope of Chriſtians, ſpeaks, 
in much the ſame manner. To the old Pro- 
phets, + To whom the Spirit of Cri 
teſtified beforehand the Sufferings of Chriſt, 


and the Glory that ſhould follow, ſearching 
what or what manner. of time the Spin 


that was in them did ot ml; it r 


Chap. iii. 5. 
+ 1a. i. 11. 24 Jabics! 


* 


tho! 


— — — 
Goſpel unto yon by: the Ha Ghoſt font down 
from Heaven, which-Things the Angels defire 
to look into. The Things here ſpoken af, be 


— — —— 


" 
10 


; 
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out, * * Wherefore gird up the Loins of your 
« Mind, and hope ta the End, for the Sal., 
« gation that it to he brought unto-yau at 
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I 

to at the time Seed, > > 
— — COONEY 12 
tude of the — was 
= Prophets, to know what-and 

manner of time the Haly Spirit 

Senſe of thi 1 "A 5 
5 this Word a yidae, —_ 
Law, of of of Kron ee 
—— ge 27 
its full Force. —— 
—— "in in baſt and general de, 
ng pn ahi the Warts + 
relate a. Fatt... \ Theſe ——— 

— 5 5 general Uſage e 
a Words of» groe er. 


2 — | 

Ideas, and 

* Senſe; ſo it has _"— 

buy Sohn ook 
Weyl, r In 

Digniy. is a Term = 


Ver. to. 
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nulged the,. Ten Commandments on Mount 
Sinai * ; when Moſes afterwards, oom · 
manded by God, . juſt before his Death, to 
renew the Covenant of Hores,..in: the Cloſe 
folemnly- denaunces their Deſtruction, ſhould 
they fall off to Idolatry ; when the Prieſts, 
the Levites, and the Judge which ſhould be, 
a Occaſion of any Controverly, after having 
inquired of the Lord, formally ex cathedra 
ret the ew « ahen tad reveals 
any thing to his Prophets, or they from him, 
ud in his Name, promu(ge the lame to Man, 
tis a is the Term ||. When the 
Spirit, in thoſe; Ten Chapters, from the 
raxixth to the.xlixth of 1/aiah, diſplaying, 
in a manner fo full of the Divinity, the Ma- 
Wr 

and ſetting to Scorn the Impatency of Idols 

in thoſe reſpeQ, ſo often, appeals to his 
frretelling former things from the Beginning, 
ind braves them. to do the fame, - tis aray- 
W is the ſtated Term 5. I ſhall only 
add, with regard to this Term in the Sep- 
luagint, that when the Freaching EW 


"_ iv. 1858 1 01 
Wb al — Ali. 22. e 1a. xv. 10, 
21. Xvi. 10. Aviih 3, J 14+ 0 | 
Goſpel 


* own Interpretation of His forme 
r 


2858 2 4% KL 26497, 11 F. 15. 


1 
Gofpel to the Oentiles is foretold, it bn 
theſe Words, do Thy Potaviun i 46 
$0,601 ® ; and that it is not Words of one, 
but ſeveral Heben Roots, which they tran 
late by the fame Term. Such in the pry 
Senſe of the Word in thoſe Tranſlaum 
And, ſuitably to what ſo often happens, that 
the Terms of the „with ther 
proper Notions, are tranktibed- ins 
Books of the New Teffament," what 

is promiſed in St. Yobn +, that the Ih 
Ghoſt ſhall ſhew to the Apoſtles, is in r 
fame Term amy 2X. And when 8. Fun 
had not feared to ſhew the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus whatever was profitable 
to them — the whole Will of God 1, wid 
St. Fobn declared the which he 
had heard 5, tis d is the Word. k 
is an eaſy Matter therefore to fee what $: 
Peter too means by 4 roy armpits Yer) 
not which have been reported unto you, but 


which have been authoritatively proniulged 


omiſes, by thoſe who had received-tht 
lime pick by-which they man i © 


Auel levi. 19. + Chap. xvi. 
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3 


which in both Epiſtles he 


0 * my 
from/this Place of St. Peter; to 

the Second Epiſtle, which his Lordſhip ip re. 
fers to this; and to which indeed, if what 
we have juſt before obſerved of the long 
Farentheſis be juſt, it muſt neveſlarily- he 
referred, there being nothing elſe out/of the 
Purentheſis it poſfiby can 7 Tie the 2d 
Verſe: of the iid Chapter: % The Words 
*« which were ſpoken before by the holy 
* Prophets, and the Commandment of us 


0 


Laie 
Prophets who had eſied beforthand 
« of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and of /the 
* Glories which ſhould follow; as the Cm 
what is ſaid in the laſt of them, of thoſame 
Things, which the Oli Prophets had-fore- 
told, being promulged, as God's own-lo- 
terpretation by the New, by thoſe: who 
— But Mr. Cook, :who 
has intirely left out, in his Narrdtive-of the 
Apoſile's Account of „ What is faid 
in that Verſe of Chriſtian 2 
liged to find out ſomething elſe in the Firſt 
Epiſtle to which this Commandment of the 
Apoſtle s in the Second muſt relate; 10 
that is, + (boſe, moral or dactrinal Precqui 
not affecting the| Paint in Qyeftion, which 
are diffuſed thro' the ulule Letter, aui is 
deed compoſe the Body and Subſtance. of il 
Theſe Precepts have the Idea of Plurality fo 
cloſely connected with them, that Mr. C 
has, imperceptibly to himſelf, when he re- 
cites the Words, ſlipt into the Plural in re- 
citing them. The other Branch of St. Pe- 
« ter's Diſcourſe is, as he himſelf ſtutes mi 


Senn, N .. „ 2,7 + 
3 2 . repreſent 


85 ET Keren een 


[209] 

« repreſents it, the Commandments of the 

« Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour,” and he 
accordingly every-where ſpeaks of them in 
the Plural. His whole Doctrine“ (aſter 
citing the iſt and ad Verſes verhatimy, . you 
« perceive, is reduced to two Points ||; that 
they attend to and have Faith in Pro- 


* phecy, and obey | the Infiruftions which 


„they had received from the Apoſtles.” 
When I read the Words cited in /falics,' as 
the Words of the Apoſtle s Text, in the 
14th Page, I imagined the learned Gentle. 
man had done it in conſequence of ſome 
various Reading he followed; but I find 
that there is none here, and that all the 
Copies have, without Variation, s in 
the Singular; and Mr. Cook, in reciting 
the Paſlage at Length, in the 7th Page, has 
Commandment, not Commandments. Now 
tho Commandments may be meant of theſe 
Precepts or Inſiruttions, yet Commandment 
cannot: For ile in the Singular, through- 
meant of any one Precept in particular, ſig- 
nies Command in general; when applied 
© the Law of Moſes, the whole Moſaic 


* This. Page 7; 8, n 


Diſpenſa- 


L110 l 

Diſpenſation ; and when to that of Chai 
the Chriſtian, including under it as well gi 
Credenda 2s Agenda of Chriſtianity: Nay, 
St. Paul o Timothy fects not only tb its 
clude in the Term, the - Diſpeuſarionzibu 
the particular Charge and Commiſffion-which 
T imotby bore-under thatDiſpenſatiom Where 
as the Senſe which Mr. Coot gives it. is nei 
ther that of any one Precept, nor of ie 
whole Law of the Goſpel, but ef that 
, which are contained in St. Fa 
expreſſed by z, in che Plural, not by 
1:24 in the Singular. And this, my Loni, 
I muſt aſſume as a thing certain, unleſs you 
can ſhew me any one Place where tis 10 
in the Singular for ſeveral Precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity, and yet not for the Whole of it 
If this be fo, you will allow me to con 
clude, that the Diſtribution of the Epi 
founded on this Suppoſition, is not St. Pr 
ters, but Mr. Coot's; and, without farther 
Examination, that the Induction from the 
| ſeveral Particalars ariſing from this manner 
of conſidering the Epiſtles, which that 
learned Gentleman has urged 2 
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ul Pages, to prove what his Solution reſts 
on, that the Prophecies of the Old Teſta 
nent ate only meant in the more ſure Word 
of Prophecy, is quite ideal, and the Bo- 
. en . er 


Dee en thi 
ngenious: Gentleman thinks is meant by 
the Commaniiment of the Apoſtle, cannot 
de meant by it yet what is the 
s far from being clear; nor is the 
of the Sentence more ſettled: than the Senſe 
of it. In the common Reading , 464 
AToroAur d , I Kupio = Ewlnpos, 
tis moſt evident from what his Lordſhip 
has obſerved , that u. muſt: be 
wrong either in the Word, or the Place of 
. But there is a Reading, and a Senſe of 
ay not yet mentioned, which ſeems to 
me to place this Sentence, and its Connexion 
wich the laſt of the Verſes in the firſt Chap- 
ter, in its full and true Force. The Read- 
ing is of a Manuſcript of great Authority, 


the Mexandrian ; which is followed in ſome 


2 15 e IND before me, 
Di. 7. p. 496. 


the 


* 
* 


| deed nothing elſe ſeems neceſſary to eſtabliſh 


bh . When in Zechariah any Pro 


[121 
the Quarto of Geneva, 1620. which has d 
inſtead of u.; and the Senſe is vouched by 
ſeveral Places of both Teſtaments, I men 
che prophetic Senſe of 59162, far ſuch it ha 
and is ſometimes put ſpr the Charge 
Commiſſion by God given to the Prophet, 
and ſometimes for what is'delivered bythe 
Prophet under that Commiſſhon : 80 that 
the «T0 Ed, here mean the ſame u 
the % way yrtoutra vu; there, as the ij l- 
, che Doctrine taught dy then , 4 
Treuudlh, the 4 am ννν or authenticated 
A the old lo- 


this Senſe, but to ben that the Words far 
have ſuch a Senſe. ends d b 
When God, in Bel delivers that Low 
to Als; wich bo ens t deliver-wth 
Children of Vrael *, trelenal dul aj 
ep, Tporayneale, c. he gave. him 
thoſe Commandments, in Charge, - to deli- 
ver to Marl. The Judgments which God 
foretold- in the Days of old is Nun, & or 


a ad aw-* ew „ K e e -—© = wx .,j z , 2 > - x = ©, oa «ws 


phecies or Regulations are delivered by the 
* Matt, iv. . . In. U 7 
| | Pro- 


+ 
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2 Prophets, God- ,h I AU 0 : 
” wwpiran, He boon nt Ae: dip 
ha, his: The fame thing, 


„ ner ti Teniy Rupked | 
s expreſitd, by the Law, pence. 


. rt aNe), in his 8 
ee py 


© ab LA Wed 
prophetic Miſſion.” 
eee e e 
full Form of Miſſion, but are oſtener uſed 
each by theinſelves, 'to'expicls the fame 
thing. Hence tis that we have in Mala. 
ch 50x), for what is delivered by a Pro- 
Met under this Mifſion®, % And now, O ye 
* Prieſts, this Commandment (+4635) is for 
* you.” What is Here rendered Command- 
ment is not, properly ſpeaking, a Com- 
mandment,” but x Denunciation of future 
Jadgment, in caſt they would not give 
. e. 1, 29, $Jer. i. 7. 1. 14. 
1 Glory 
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{ 214 } 
Glory to his Name; in which Caſe g 
** ſhall know that I have ſent this Command 
ment unto, you, 4 22 


it e — 
Inſtance more, That as the Miſſion of ol 
Prophets is deſigned by Aroma, I 
that of the great Prophet, of Chriſt himell; 
for of him God ., in Denteraneny, I will pn 
my Words in his Mouth, and he ſhall ſpra 
unto them all that I ſhall command him, 
ei al, jult as in God's Comm 
AA 
thou ſhalt ſpeak. _ 

As God, in en e 
give Chriſt this ; 2,123 in all that he ſhould 
ſpeak unto them, ſo Chriſt himſelf, in $. 
Jolas Goſpel I. avers, be had ge 
it to him. Ce hoe or wk 
# but the Father which ſent me, he gin 
% me a Commandment, aui yas 


b 
n gent, What I ſhould fay, ind whe 
* ſhould ſpeak.” We have here Ga 
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41 
4 


Comunand, 
a Dockrine. 1 Ahn dc 
having been ſpeaking beige | of that Bo 
Arine of the Chriſtian Faith, that naue ls 
God, or abode in God, but thoſe that kept 
his Commandments, he faith *, 4. In 
e raph agy wrug 9 


(rv ]/ 
« know it; to turn Hoch the Boly Com, 
— had been ing anto 
then from it is c or the 
— Velde % — 
confiſting both in | 
— — — 
both, when he lays before _—_— 
of being ſediiced 6 
"This, My Lofd, Wee, that 


3-- 4 
e. 


Lon a 
plex 
ji And P in 141 


tonfider' 2 tie 
e W Cal = 
6 Cont equently, SS 
A hy r of the Whole c or 
particular P of the Chriſtian $ f 
e and of what 17 is 
meint imuſt be detetmin d by the Connexion 
ind Relation Which any Paſſage, under Que- 
ſtion, has. ' "Now, a as the Gero A wog, 
i this Pallige, is cofinetted with the g- 
Aura PN Lr r which plainly are in- 
ended of the Meſſiah's Kingdom ; and both 
ave an obvious Relation to the three Verſes. 
tiehition'd before, in the Firſt Chapter of the 
Firſt Epiſtle ys 
I 3 


— mnt Ry 
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118 


that the & /r muſt here be limited to that 


by prophetic Miſton; and tis fr 
thoſe term d emphatically ei Arge d 
rive theic Title; you will eaſily reſolve an- 
Todos dν into thoſe that were ſent to reved 


the Will of God to you... r 


a Genitive, both of the Perſon ſending, a 
of the Perſons to whom ſent ; and arorw®- 
2085, as St. Paul tiles himſelf, is a luft 
cient Voucher far the a7%5o2v; ur of &. 
Peter: If you want an Authority for 4 
Pronoun in the  Genitive, Epaphroditurs 
being call'd by the Apoſtle, in his Epiſtlet 
the Philippians®, dr. d, Will, | 


® Chap. ii. 15. — 
preſume, 
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[my], 
„de 4 ſufficient one; As to the 
Conftruftion, a Word under 
food before yy 9 TeD, will make it 
mrely grammatical. Arerd As, or irre- 
v will: both anſever the Purpoſe; but 5, 
, ſeems more emphatical; ſo that, at 
kngth, it will be, um A Arg 
FELT wares tw ret TN; the 
Dine of "you! nnen | 
6 £3. Tf you | 

nhoriey for Us, chat of Be; Fan 
the Theſſalontany®, I preſume; will ſuffice. 
«We thank God without ing,” on we 
—_—_— h Dane, 
daten, after” wag' iat, preceding ve, 
2 * 
doubt not, my Lord, but this Paſſage 
of St. Paul, where he avows, that what he 
wyht 'was not the Word of Men, but of 
God, at the fame time that it explains the 
Conſtruction of the on of St. Peter, 
mill lead you to remind me, that tho I may 
eee 


i Thell, ity. 


Ts Apoſtle 
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1 1 
F * = 
* 
1 
- . 
* 


[! 120t ] 
Old Teſtament, as the two learned G 
tlemen af Etan ſuppoſe; yet I hn. 
; ſhewn what it does mcan. This I had a 
forgot, but tis what Ln now: regularly 
come to, wich I ſhall, enter on, after fick 
obſerving, that what has been dere; ſud of 
the ir of the. Apoſtles, does not inte- 
fere with What his Lordſhip: advances im hi 
Didertation, qq; the, Gennineneſz of th d 
Ep. oß er; that we iir in thi 
Place, has in- View ſocmo Reſtript or Ades- 
nition ſent, by corntnon Conſent of the 
Apoſtles, in a Meeting held on Occaſiog.of 
thoſe new falſe Teachers, to the Churches 
For what the Apoſtles in general ſhauldide- 
termine, in ſuch a Caſe, would; uadoubt- 
edly, be as much an/jrroan of God ad 
ae fave of then ould, 4005 1 
From the Account gi 1 
as it ſtood in the 1 
Religion; from the prophetic 2 
A Gn and irre as traced in the Old 
Teſtament and the New ; I may, I think, 
ay 'tis evident, that thoſe who had reer 
the irre for the Goſpel, and 
the Apoſtles, in „ a nbyſeidar; tid 
| el 
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concerningthe future Coming of Chrif 
— Now chis, I ſay, he br done; 
and that this is what he means by e N. 
apopulx, or the Word of Prophecy, which 
he had. That he, in Fact, had it, has been 


mains to be ſhewn.; which only can be donc 


he Word, and that che Senſe is fully ac> 


10.4 44 


| Tho baer cs an Dade 
the Senſe of Speaking, are, in the Original, 
— made uſe e 

| Pons 


ſhewn.z, that be means it in this Place, re» 


 _ tho” tis not unuſual to 


an 


Tn} 
Species of Prophecy in which God is fu 
ſpeak to his Prophets, as Us diſtin@ fie 
ſymbolical Revelation by the Viſion and the 


Dream, the inferior Sorts: And n "and 
its 


the more uſual, are the Terms made uſi of, 
by the Greek Tranſlators, to render thoſe 
Derivatives by, as well as ſometimes Der- 


Deity, and wher #5 ther diverted enderithi 
Impulſe; the former always without Er- 
in the Singular, and the latter often 
ſo too, where a ſingle is meant; 
ſpeak of a ing 
Prophecy in the Plural; but where Prophe- 
cies, more than one, are meant, and not'the 
ſerv'd before; in the Plural, aſe, or ph · 

Thus the Prophet Devid®, © The Spirit 
© of the Lord ſpake by me, iy e; and his 
Ford, his Impulſe, in this Manner. of Pro- 


phecy, © was in my Tongue. The God of 
* 2 Sam. xxl. 2, 2. 


rel 
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« Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Irrel ſpake to me. 
Thus d Rupie, the Word of the Lord, 
was precious in the Days of Samuel; there 
was no open Viſion; 5 hen pine KI 
N Tab, the Word of the Lord came, 
as we . 
Nethan— to Elijab, or by the Hand of 
lis v, Haven—to, or upon Jeremiab e, i} 
+ leęenciar. o Aoy/@+ Kugiov came to Gad 
ino , TAN to Solomon—-b to the 
Prophet —i to Nathan —k to Shemaiah— 
10 Jeremiah, or the Word. ram the Lord, 
maps Kugiow=—"..to- to Exekiel— 
to Hoſea, and ſo of the leſſer 
nerally. We have alſo, in the other Form 
of Speech, by the Hand af. Jes, l 
ih K. © Tip of Hoggai. _ 
In like manner, as Ging under this Im- 
pulſe, the Prophet is frequently ſaid to come, 
Þ ſpeak, to do, is We of is il K. 
or S ; and ſo.it was commanded Moſes, d d, 
v Oe. mn 


r . . ¶ 


© nor Counſel from the Wiſe, nor #he Ward, 
« 35/04, For the Prophsti It is very ch 
ſervable in Ezekrel, where there dre ſeven} 
Revelations by Viſion, -z more þ 
the Mord of the Lord, that the mammer of 
Expreſſion is alwiye difftrtht. Where 

there is 4 Viſion, tis, The Hand of the Lan 

e 
where the Revelation wa bythe 
The Word of the Lord came — 
(Silo pos ne, Ne]. Aer faid in 
the Firſt Verſe of the Firſt Chapter, T A 
vent were upened, and 1 ſaw e On, 
he proceeds to relate Sc of Viflon'in- 
termixed with the Word and the manner cf 
in the Introduction to it is, 'The 
Word of the Lord came unto Bxe- 
kiel——and the Hand of the Lord was upon 
him, v. 3. And as the Vifion- s always 
introduced. with The Hand of the Lord wa: 
upon me, ſo'is the Word always with Th 
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. =ErEETSS 5 52S 5565, 5285S 


= VTELDSEWERRESELENAS TT EECSLSEFTSPSHTER 


[i225 ] 
ud of the Lam came unto; me, as well 
when it came ta him in Viſion, as. not in 
he. hun co be this. Rpocies.of n. 


is, Hear che Word fue, ayer K. 
Kit, that what. is delivered by the Prophets 
under this Impulſe, is ſo often called . 
K. the. Ward. of the Lord. Such is the 
Werd of Prophecy, .the N- 1 
— & wpogrreins in the Old 
Teſtament. Let us now follow it from 
eee | ©! oO 


N Nl. u un ert 221% t 
-+1 De, xvi. 14. B. av. 8. . 


* 


we. 

We have before ſhewed the Tx, thit 

che Apoſtles, Sc. had, the higheſt Degies 
of Prophecy which was under the former 
Diſpenſations 3 our Buſineſd now is with tha 
Term peculiar to this Kind.” Wich reguid 
to the Thing delivered winder fuch Lnge 
or Inſ it is found every-where in the 
New Teſtament in that Notion. - In the 
Old Teſtament the Law of Moſes is fie 
quently termed q e. Koh and in the 
New, the ſtated Term for the 
Law of Chriſt, the Whole of the Chriſtin 
Doctrine, is 5 Aoy@- „ Kupiov, 5 2y® 
77 O47, Avy®- T7 Nd, or -fimply and 
emphatically d aoy@-, the Word ; - 2s from 
HeSubjet, the Nature, and Effefts of the 
Doctrine, 6 Aoy®- , gn, Cc. the Word 
of the Croſs, of the Kingdom of Graee, of 
Truth, of the Goſpel, of the Covenant, & 
Reconciliation, of Life, Cc. and this always 
with the 6, « NY. And 
hence it is, that as the Law of Moſer i 
ſometimes in itWlled the Oracles (Asya) of 
God, ſo is the Doctrine of Chriſt, Ih 
the like manner, tho' not ſo , ae 
t vii. 38. Rom. fi + HA.. 12. 
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delivered. Our Lord, - ſpeaking of himſelf, 
n, He whom God bus ent, 4. 
fabur, ſpeaketh the Words,” Te fals 
o AzAni 3 and Peter of him, * Thou 
* haſt the Words (judle) of eternal Life.” 
And thus it is that St. Paul calls the 
Goſpel Þ jpiza wires, the Word of Faith; 
The Uſe of h. and , for the Im- 
pulſe or Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit in this 
Form of Prophecy, is not ſo common as it 
i for the Thing delivered under ſuch Inſpi- 
ration. Here, as the very Form of Initia- 
ton into the Chriftian Religion was in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; 
u the Graces of the Holy Spirit, extraor- . 
dinary of thoſe Ages, and ordinary in 41. 
Ages, are one of the great Promiſes of tlie 
Galpel ; and his Deſcent and viſible Miſſion 
was teſtified by a Miracle of ſo much Eclat, 
u that of the Pentecoſt ; Thea, or TU 
er, is much more generally uſed than 
n Indeed 
the ſame Form of of ine 
Kogiov for the Spirit of Prophecy, i very 
Spirit of the Lord, or of God. is ſaid ta 

Jes iii. 34. . vi a L. | 

L . >, dome 


* 


inſpired Ph bs come} 66 bo; 2 


the Spirit, or to have the Spirit. Bu 
ru f not- 


at ©) es on 4% Hop Www Oo i unmoOaST#o © wv wo ooo a Km ld = 


t 51 
2 New 
———— 
in theſe Terms, which are common to 


own ; yet it. ig to be remarked, that the 
———— — gre 
ſited to expreſs that higheſt Degree, the 
*. as diſtinct fm the lower,: tha Song 
filked, or full of the Spirit, a Tem I think 


nary Gifts of the Spirit are 5 5 
And accordingly, . faitably to the' Idiom 

the Goſpe , the. N py abs 
or lay a 615 in the Language Language of 
the Old Teſtament is, The Lord ſaid, or 

ſpate ; as there the Form of introdu its 
is, The Lord ſaith ( ND Ki 
pee) or Hear the Word of the Lord ; Agubur's 
h Moyes To Tim 76 Apr, Thus ſaith 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and in the Revelations, tis 


. there hs 4 ſo much Reaſon for the 
om of the New Teſtament thus 
in general from that of the Old, in the 


Terms by which the Impulſe or Inſpiration 
'* Aa; 11. 43 li. 7. hn. 


e . e 
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vith the Old, and in ſoveral others of its 


never made uſe of but when' the ertraoni- 


Hear aohat the d pirit ſaith. But notwith- 
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the Doctrine af the-Goſpel 
Nd be ſuch dae, or e, d very 
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2 e: e 
1 WW icky: 
Xl; alluding & the Seen of Srumbling, 
AR of Ollie, ef Iſiah, jul vor 
e In the ſame Senſe he 2 
in the next Chapter, wa ey 3 
Believers;' are injoin'd 3 
ctirving Wa 3 2 Ad x 4 
Word ; art Af, wy e. ru pas RO 
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of the Word (in which Senſe it is alſo often 
uſed), be won by the Converſation of the 
Wives. I will not add what follows. there, 
Seeing your chaſte Conyerſation in the Word, 
FP is Noſe ayviv arugpbphr vuur, as Clemen: 
Alesandrinus read the (Paſſage; and with 
Advantage to it; becauſe none of the pre- 
ſent Copies admit of it, which have ll, in- 
ſtead of it, i, g And as other Writers 
of the New Teſtament expreſs the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel by aſe, or Oracles; ſo dus 
= - Peter ſpeaking of the Office or Charge 

of Teaching in the Church, as diſtinct from 
* If any Man ſpeak, let bim ſpeak-as the 

« Oracles of God +,” I know, indeed, of no 
he uſes. it for the Impulſe and Inſpiration of 
this ſort of Prophecy, tho he has, in one 
ſhort Epiſtle, ſo often us d. it for what in d- 
liver'd under that Inſbiration: But as he 
has evidently us d it for one Part of: the pro- 
phetic Senſe of à As Af. in the Singular; 
and as, in this Place, it cannot, in that Senſe, 
be us d of the Doctrine of the Goſpel in 
general, which all Chriſtians had, as well u 


* Ped. I. iii. 11, P. G. 230. + Eg iv. 1. 
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be, and therefore could not be poſſibly ung d 
25 an Advantage which he had above them; 
and as any Number of Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, which always are ſpoken of in 
eee e eee 
the ſingular being us d; it remains, that it 
muſt be meant, in this Place of St. Peter 
in the very ſame Senſe as it id in St, Pau, in 
the ſame Subject, of the Coming of Chrift. 
You muſt indulge me one Obſervation 
more, my Lord; that no Expreſſion, of ib 
lame Import, could ſo well have anſwer d the 
Apoſtle's. Intention here, as the o|wpopyroes 
xo. in the'Senſe of this Impulſe or Inſpi- 
ation, that of the | higheſt Degree under 
the Diſpenſation of Mees. If he had made 
ule of the -2v#9 ua; wpognleces, it would have 
been too general, and not of the 
ve. in if he with St. 
Paul, ſaid, I have the Spirit of God (fyauer 
wa Os), it would have been liable to 
the ſame Objection: Beſides, neither would 
bare expreſi d that whigh St. Peter deſigns 
ni bp that he had the fame Ac/@- 
the Prophets of the highoſt Order, in 
ewi/h Church, had ; thoſe. Prophets 
, = 
K 3 - 


wh 


Veneration; as/the Ward of God, and of the 
Veracity of which they could entertain ww 
Doubt: For Doubt, with them, could dul 
be place wi regard 10 the Meaning of 
the and not the of the 
Things Intended to! be foretold thereby; the 
Completion being moſt furely to be" de- 
1 the Prediction it, i 
known.” By the Uſe of this Ferm, ber- 


fore ; the A of Wee Prophets 
bogs for ſeems to be the Reaſon'of 
Sk. ' making uſt of an Bxpeeffien, 
hers, which is no- w Here a rhadt aſe of in 
por pop hg of either Teſh- 
Yeti no elle Ns 


bead red., . 
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a St. P?ter cannot be ſuppoſed 
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and what is ſubjoin ' d to the latter Fart. of 
the Sentence, is tao long to admit of g 
rl; and therefore the Verb is made uſe 
dl, inſtead of the Participle : But if this be 
y Objection, it lies as ſtrongly againſt Mr. 
cles Connexion, which is, likewiſe, bo- 
tween a Participle and a Verb. vn, 
y f, Fc. Now this Part of the ad- 
— 
* heard,” &c. which expreſſes his being an 
Eu- witneſs of the — — 
Character, as the Meſſiah, is, by the Nature 
d it, and the rauryy in it, coupled to what is 
ad of his having been an Eye-witneſs of 
is Majeſty, and, jointly with it, reſpe&t the 
lame Miracle, the ſame paſt Tranſaction; 
| Voice came from the excellent Glory, 
ad this Voice we heard. Thus is the 
«on as obviouſly what the Nature of the 
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DiviGon of 


. 6 hiisLocditip's, defef3i9;*9'the Be 
| Hearicig this Voico that fic had the Word d 


| Prophecy made tnote fure;- But, Wit WAY 


_ If::16,, the Word of Proplibey, 
the two Parte of the Prana on th 
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| ſuppdſiog this Mentibh of che AH of th 
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the luſt Member of 96? Aff,” i, not tht 
tis new; but that tis really What he objec 


there ſcemipg 16 de an Ire, 61 We dd 


to expreſs: that it was by jbr ma N 


ſappolcs} that the tum Copulatives, g Ve, 
* er, 18. rat & pb 
* -meotwrnjuly NN geg. v. 1p. &. M 
te Clauſes together, and unit then 
into ſme Stintence:” And; accordingly; 


rom Heaven, we heard, when weten 
teſvith him in the holy nd hen 
A Word af more 
tare ſure, muſt be reſtrain'd to only" Wd 


Mount, the Attcitation of! the Voice! 


Mount to be introduced in order to ſimi 
; P. 10 4 N NA u 0 Nö 
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r Chrift's 
« Power, and a firmer. Dependence on the 
« Certainty of bis Coming, than he could 
« have had before, from the P 
u one; can it be conceiv'd,” that tho 
hpotle would not have taken in the Glori- 
cation, 4s well as the Atteſtation, into tho 
Means by which he had receiv'd a ſtrongor 
Evidence? And if he does, and. Za 
kb. v. vp. N refers. to both, as the Meant, 
u Mr. Cooke ſuppoſes at the ſame time 
then the Diviſion of what depends on the 
u, will be the ſame as we have laid down 
before ; no now; Pointing can be introduced, 
ud the Sentences of the Eye and Ear-T pea 
mony will, together, form the firſk Furt; 
that of the Word of Prophecy, the laſt: But 
then there will be no Word to expreſs-the 
Relation which the latter has to the former, 
s the Means of the ſurer Evidence, which 
jet is abſolutely, neceſſary. For the 3; alone 
kgnifies only the Relation in general of the 
leur to the former, as a joint Port. of the 
Whole in the/adverſative Sentence, and not 
thatof one as . @ Means of the other. Nor 
ol fee howit will help the Caſe, if we: 
bt take the Riracke and the Trophery 


* x 
* 
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leively, MY: . Proof; bos 
a8 but one 3 

conſider * them as two diſtinct Proofs, ani 
i« refer the Miracle, ſingly, to the evidencing 
his Power, od Tabve Co 
a on Prophecy. For if 

F 
Inſtance, the Diſplay of his Powe, 
« frengthens the Ground of our Aﬀarinc 
« for expecting their Accompliſhment i 
the other, his Coming; the former i 
Rl but che Means of the latter; and thi 
Relation of che Means malt be y 


2 1 +3 ff 6 


«/ dence, and which, inderd, is Gala 
to him wich Mr. Aron; I muſt own, Ims 
not 4 little furpris d at it, as both ſuppol 
lis Lordſhip to have made the Word of Pro- 
phecy u ſurer Evidence to a Man, than'the 
Atteſtation of his own Senſts. I'could'not 


| See that Bit Lot dfhip ſhould ff 
this; 
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this; nor could I remember, tho Thad read 
that Diſcourſe with all the Attention which'a 
Work, wrote in ſo maſterly's Manner, na- 
turally engages, 
the more ſtruck, when I read in Mr. Aſvton'®; 
a the Biſhop's own Words," that © St, Prter 
* manifeſtly compares the Evidence of Pro- 
* phecy 70 the Atteſtation' of the Apoſtler; 
* who deliver d what they. had heard and 
„ben wich their" own Eyes und Ears;” 
bat, on turning 
Lordſhip's Words to be, He manifeſtly 
ompares che Evidence of Prophecy to 
* the Bui ing from the Gharification 
* of Chrift, angle by theſe who deliver'd 
on Eyes and Ears,” How different his 
Lordſhip here, in Mr. Aſbton's Words, 
tom what he is in his on! - what a mighty 


ETHEL GT 


the Evidence, ariſing from the Fact atteſted, 


which the Apoſtle "was an Eye and Ear- 
Vitneſs of, Was, the Glorification, &. arid 
of what was the Evidence, ariſing from the 
Fa, to be an'Evidence ? Why;'of another, 
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that he bad ſaid it. I was 


to the Place, I found hie 


Aeration does the inadvertent Change” of 
ino the Ar/afation itſelf; make! Tbe Fat, 
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ew Giry; as bis Lixihip, 
- (age, baſum cited from him by Mr. tha 
_expedlly days, Nom thi! St, Peter g 
not be made ſurer of any pa Bw, which 
be himſelf had beard and ſeen by Prophecy, 
than by his own Bars and Eyes ; yat iy 
mwiglat not Prophecy be n better. Adu 
pf another, 2 future Avent, Shun wh he 
him{k had facoior heard ? 'Hoigauld ayer 
tain n Dqubtafthe Fa#; but the Buda 
1 oof the future N 

wight he WN) doubifal, at leaſt pat ſoyn 
er wall-growed:d, as the Evidence. arifing 
From Rrophecy: Fot the Certainty of the 
Fa® is mothiog at all to the Certain of « 
Congluſianto-bedrawn from the Fact, when 
the Jyfnefe gf the. Congluſion is any cat 
Kar d. Kad thus, my Low, that is, ind 
Ho ene An 
 « Prophecies carry 
< denge [of NY and Coe 
** of Cr] with them to himſelf, or coſted 
upon a more ſure Foundation for lub. 
** Belief, than that moſt illuſtrious Mick, 
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t ſutume Nact, Chrifs.comnt Again in Proc 
in another N 
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which ir i compar'd with, No, jabs" 
this Senſe, it ſeerns, to ime, to want no Met 


Explication of gicas 
he ſeems to do it in its neutral Benſe j ni 
ther ineſuding Action, r Paine i! the 
Idea af it. Said 1 2 
"Pits Gi ha ies sn ee 


. Preterperfect of nale, W 
which, ) 2 'for m 
tuin , figfifics what bis and is tow 
fix'd"and ſettled.” We have Tnſtantls of 
Elen, in this its primitive Seiiſe, and Be 

Fr e 8 but none of. the 
| Lexicographers, antient or modern, which 
have ſeen, have ary of Sica: 
in its f-7? Senſe, for a Thing firm and Kd 
in its Place, tho” why + E we 
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s tranſlated Notion. bum lacal-Stibilicy n 
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of it, A e roy ide 


(mtext, from St. Peter's Uſg bf the Mord, 
eme 


ft N - * mne 


A e, 
2 nn 
[fy depended 00, . * 
+ The Sey/e of it hefe, be it which em ie ih 
a de cxpreſe'd by 3 Word proper to, that Sepſey if 
—.— Ser 
by it; If, {adeed, the Deſign is to give the Surgrize 
Wa to the Exprefhon, Metaphor will do better, a5 i 
vill ftrike in propottion to the Newneſs and R-auty of 
e Metaphor ; but, then, the vague Traflation from 
be proper to other 
due Senſe, eren 
Term ſor it, before any Uſe can be ſnade of it in 
5 Senſe. * not, therefore, ſo 22 
L. 


muſt be reduced to an ,.: 
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In the Senſe, therefore, of gc forths 


ns oe Tm Sita drine bs rates we. 
the Senſe, here, of it is, that ye are concern d wit 
and if that was fully expreſs'd before by ſure, the Ci 
ticiſm from the primitive Senſe of BiSa/3- dow, 1 
Effect, however, anſwer no other good Purpoſe, but u 
ew the. World what all the Worid, who knew hin, 
knew . before, Mr. Cooke's Learning. If, -indeed, 1 
Word can be found, in our Language, which, havin 
the ſame primitive Senſe with gic a, is us'd, too, i 
the ſame tralatitious Senſe ; it, undoubtedly, ought 1 
be preferr'd: But great Care ſhould be taken, ind 
theſe Caſes, that we are not fo tenacious of the forms, 
as to loſe in it the latter, Something like this ſeems to 
have happen d to this learned Gentleman himſelf, who, 
in his Inquiry into the Meaning of 80, in order v 
preſerve its primitive Notion of Stability, having 
chang'd a more ſure Word of Prophecy into a l 
grounded, better-eflabliſ d, was led to tranſlate it mad 
more ſure, and to conſider the Miracle of the Mount 
as the Mens by which it was made ſo. And tho Mr 
Cooke has tranſlated it thus, there is not one of the 
Places, which he Cites from the New Teſtament u 
prove the Senſe of the Word, in which it is us'd fot 
made ſure. "T's obvious, that, when St. Peter exhov 
his Chriſtians, in the fame Chapter, to make, 7%, 
their Calling and Election ſure ; he cannot mean it to 
make it made ſure, In 2 Or. i. 6. ici is as plainly un- 
derſtood'; in Rom. iv. 17. it is expreſs'd ; and in the 
Hebrews it is x4)do x o HCA peg TAS, let us bol 
it faſt, as us very properly render d, to the Ead. 
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which makes bes en re as the wen 


of Prop 
—— The 


ſure or certain, we 
Apoſtle had 
made known to his Diſciples the Power and 
Coming of Chriſt. He aſſures them, that 
in doing this he-had not-been the Tool of 
crafty Impoſtors, and followed cunningly- 
deviſed Fables : But that he had been'an 
Eye-witneſs of that Majeſty which Chriſt 
now enjoys with the Father, and an Ear- 


| * When our | Apolite, a few. Verſes before, call 


upon Chriſtians to make their Calling and Election ſure, 
pai, by performing the Conditions on which the 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes were made, it 


ſhould ſeem as if Scala here might be taken in the 


Senſe of Permanent or Laſting ; and when we conſider 
that the I'ranſation of the Mount was but- ſcenic and 
momentary, that the Word af God endureth for eyer, 
we may be lcd to think that this may be the Meaning of 
the Word of Prophecy, here, being pecaqripd, J. e. 
more permanent than the Scene of the Mount: But 
1 Proof or Evidence, either to himſelf or others, is 


plainly here underſtood, it is to be remembered, that, 


e eee 
was, the Evidence ariſing thence was. permanent 
ſting, and therefore it cannot admit of Compariſon 


in this reſpect. Beſides, it is not the Word of God 
ddivered that is here meant by the Word of Prophecy, 
but the Impulſe or Inſpiration of that Word. 
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witneſs of his being recogniz'd as Meſſiah 
by God himſelf, ' whence that Coming w 
probable; and that he n bas what gira 
him a firmer Aſſurance of it, or what may 
be more certainly relied on, as having in in 
Nature a greater Evidence of that Coming 
he had made known unto them, that is, the 
ſame Revelation of it from God himſelf, 
as had their Prophets, who had  fore- 
told the Glories of the Meſſiah's Kingdom, 
and under which Revelation, in the ſame 
Holy Spirit in which they delivered thoſe 
Prophecies, he had interpreted them to them, 
when he had ſhewn that they did refer to 
that State of Things which was to com- 
mence from that Coming. You will ob 
ſerve, my Lord, that it comes pretty much 
to the ſame, whether we take the SeCauorye 
in its ac ive Senſe, as that which grves the 
Apoſtle himſclf the greater Aſſurance, ot in 
its paſſive, as the unfortunately learned Ste- 
phens calls it, tho' it ſeems to be rather x 
neutral Senſe, as that which is to be mere 
relied on for it. The active Senſe may per- 
haps ſeem. better ſuited to the Apoſtle, u 
conſidered delivering the Evidence he him- 
ſelf had for what he had taught them, in 
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Oppoſition to his being impeſed on; but it 
has no Authority in St. Peter, ot any of che 
5 
of for neu- 
ral or paſſive Senſe is uſed in doveral Places, = 
ind by St. Peter himſelf moſt 
juſt before, in the mating their Calling and 
Elion ſure, certainly to be relied on, ſuch 
n attended with Holineſs, they might with= 
out all doubt depend on for obtaining the 
Promiſes : Beſides, St. Peter's Conviction 
of the Truth of what he had taught, from 
that which had a ſure Evidence. in it, muſt 
ä 

on, as V 
he had; and Err el forward os well g. 
backward, we ſhall find, that what is cer- 
inly to be relied on, us carrying. with it 


convincing Evidence, is a much properer 
Tranſition to them to attend to it, 


than urging his own Conviction only. 
Thus I think, my Lord, Aga. hers 
fgnifies what is ſure, certainly ta be relied 
n; and that the Apoſtle's Meaning is, that 
for the Doctrine he had taught them con- 
&rning Chriſt's future Coming, he had the 

je Evi. 


/// / EE PIR. © © e 


[ x50] 
Evidence arifing from-whit he himfelf hal 
ſeen and heard, and alſo, what was a furer 
Proof of it, the Word of Prophecy. Au 
I am ſure, that Mr. Cooke will readily allow, 
that an Evidence for a Thing future, from 
the Revelation of God himſelf, atteſted h 
ſo many and great Miracles as St. Pete 
wrought, is a ſure one, and in full Aſſurance 
to be relied on; or in his own Manner f 
Expreſſion, D 
ſelf, to others; and a ſure Foundation for 
others as well as his own Belief ; and that 
ſuch an Evidence is better grounded, ad : 
more ſure Foundation for ſuch Belief of 1 
Thing to come, than any Inference or Prof 
from the Evidence of a Man's own Eyes 
and Ears. The Fa# atteſted is one Thing 
the Inference from it to ſemetbing future 
another, of quite another Nature: If ſo 
and the Meaning of the A. opilns 
be ſuch as has been ſhewn by the Deduction 
before, which, after what has been fad 
there, I can ſcarce perſuade myſelf a Man 
of Mr. Cooke's Candour will call in queſtion; 
then he can have no farther Objection to 
his Lordfhip's Interpretation, that the Word 
of Prophecy is a more ſure any 
's 
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Chriſt's future Coming than what paſſed in 
the Holy Mount; but muſt allow, that it is 
more ſure, not only in a looſe Senſe of the 
Word, but in the ſtricteſt, and in bis own 
Senſe of it. And thus, my Lord, are his 
Lardſhip's own Words at the End of his 
Diſcuſſion of the more ſure Word of Pro- 
phecy, elucidated-and defended ®, © That 
* the Prophecy here intended, is probably 
© itſelf a Goſpel Evidence, and ſo far from 
« being ſuperiorto all the Miracles of Chriſt, 
„and his Apoſtles, that it owes all its Au- 
* thority to them.” "Tis enough for a firſt- 
rate Genius to throw out a Truth in general, 
or in a Hint, and leave it to thoſe that fol- 
low to enter into. the Particulars, to 'grope 
about in the Dark, or eclairciſe, as they 
for me. | 

One Word more of Criticiſm, and then, 
my Lord, I have done with x4. feCau- 
NU. Our Tranſlation makes BeCaorepoy 
to be the Accuſative, and to agree with 
V% But what if we ſhould make g- 
(arepoy the Neuter Gender, and, commas» 


pg after it, N Aero WG 
* Page 23 | 
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ſition to it, thus—y) fe, Sede, 
apopnlizoy Ayer, We have alſo *what ig 


more ſure, - tbe Word of  Praphecy. Ti 
certain that this gives'Clearneſs and Fore 
to the Expreſſion, 9 
ing when RecaTope is invalved as an Ad- 
jective with Aoy®- 31 the Order of . 
Aruct ien is the moſt obvious; and the Zen 
guage will admit of it, for as vu is often 
redundant, ſo is it ſometimes underſtuodꝰ: 
But if, becauſe. it hat been conſidered z; 
an Adjective to >oy®-, it an ſtill be fo, | 
am content. However, there is one Alter: 
tion in the Tranſlation neceffary to the aye. 
Tpopnixos in this Senſe, and which is ſuff- 
ciently expreſſed in the Original by the 4r- 
ticle, cho unattended to in the Tranſlation; 
Mee eee fobe Wold BOO: 


S 


phecy. 

| ne « To which (3) . 4 1 
attend; or, To —— ye do 
wo well, as — a Light ſhining in a dart 
4 Place, until the Day dawn, 9 — 
ce Har ariſe in your | Hearts.” This dork 
Place is dark enough indeed, and ſeems 
to be made more fo « Aroma that have 
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deen taken to enlig lies it. Tis poſſible, that 
the Content before and aſter may throw. 
more Light upon it, than Criticiſm on the 
Word avypapss 3 at leaft, if there are dif-. 


front Senies,. anogh. to direct us ad 


un og here nay nine either to the . 


9 — . — 
whole Sentence, Vr bove ale the more fare 
Word of Prophecy, in which Cale it refers 
What this Sentence is connetied"to-#/ver it, 
will eclairciſe the Connexion of ' this" Rela- 
dre with the Sentence befere it. | Beſides 
the Word of Prophecy, to which they were 
to attend, as being « ſurer Evidence of the 
Coming of Chriſt, there follows at che End 
of the Sentence another Reaſon for their at» 
rading to the ſame Word, That no Pro- 
phecy of Spripture is of private inter pre. 
tation or Solution, 'ixiAvares ;” or, more 
literally,” © every Prophecy of Scripture is 
bind eee p 1 


* eee ee ee 
** | 
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This therefore can belong to no Word of 
nn r 
9 
4 Dr. Hemmend, taking ir in the ſame Senſe wit 
him, conceives iri>vors to be an ie Term, uſed © 6 
* figniſy the Starting, or Watchword, or Sign,” upon giving 
of which the Racers ſtarted; and that it is thenge ten- 
ferred to the Mister of the Prophets. The ſole Founds- 
tion of all this is, that the Cercere:, or Starting places, are 
in Greek called de, * Where, when they ſet out, they 
4 are ſaid to be 4 hoſe, and this is literally dun 
This learned Man's Meaning here is, that this may literally 
be called fo ; for it cannot be ſaid that it is: He dan 
not pretend any Authority for it. Andi po Inſtance, 
l believe, as be drought e 7 will nor ey ip 
Senſe of agenific Exerciſe, but in any Senſe at all of As 
tian. Snidas, indeed, has iviavors, rol ©, and Phaverins 
from him ; but iriavsrs there, as was obſerved by Port 
| before Dr. Hammend, and has been fince by Kaſter, b a 
plain Miſtake of Snida:'s own, for zl Cie, or ii 
Words of a different Origin, and a quite different Senſe too 
from the Ageni/tic. Nor can it be pretended, that «riaver 
is ever once uſed in the Sacred Writers for the prophetic 
Impulſe or Miffion ; the Places from the Prophets cited by 
him having all 4 te, and not, as one would imagine 
from his manner of Expreſſion, iziavre, I muſt farther 
add, that where-ever the Word iwiAave:; is uſed by the 80. 
cred Writers (for dis but ſeldom (e) that it is), it has the 
Senſe of interpreting, explaining, or reſolving a Thing 
dark or doubtful : And indeed not only the Uſe of the 
Word, but the Senſe of it here, for a#/bextically interpreting 


(«) Ger. oli. 12; May. iv, 34. 48128. 39. 
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of Scripture were interpreted, which could 
not be the Word of Prophecy of the Lots 
but of the Goſpe, that by which the Pro- 
phecies of the Scripture had been aitthenti.. 
ont ern. wore by * n e e 


he old Prophecies, has been ſhewn 7 Wert to- A 
the Apoſtle bas ſaid in his Firſt Epiſtle, and to the Force of 
the prophetic Term dry 74ay there uſed, as is abundanely 
ſaſkicient to ſhew, that Camereriz,'s Application of ü- 
76 to Revelation, and not Intergretation, is as much without 
Foundation, as Dr. Hammond"s Agen ir Senſe of it ii. And 
indeed, ſo inconſiſtent did Heinffws and Grotias think the 
Term +7i>v51s with Cemerariz,'s Senſe, that, in order to 
make Way for it, which they, not ſeeing the Force of re- 
ra]us 13y S , adopted, they were for changing the Word 
into another of a different Origin, which might admit of it ; 
Gretiz: following others i ſubſtituting vet, and Hein- 
ku propoſing iA, from wipx opuar 3 but this without 
the Authority of one various Reading to countehancs it A 
Liderty to be taken with no Author, unleſs in a Caſe of the 
noſt evident Neceſhty, and in the Sacred Writings, quite 
ſubverſive of the Authority of the Text. If therefore the 
Senſe of Impulſe or MifGon is to be given to the Word, it 
i to be ſought in the Senſe of irie, from Ade, and not 
in tribe, or triadon, from inip;tdSer; and with 
what Succeſs Dr. Hammond has done this, in affixing to it 
an A;oniflic Senſe, has been ſhewn. To confirm what is 
here ſaid in Defence of i,, and the Senſe of Interpror 
tation given it by our Tranſlators, it may not be improper 
to add, that a cotemporary Jew(h Author, Phils adus, 
ues the ame Word in the fame Senſe, in his V Contem. 


| Goſpel 
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Goſpel in the Hoh Spirit: And as St. Pat 


ceed from the ſame Spirit, and had not the 
fame Vouchers to warrant it. An Obſerrs- 
tion of how much Weight, and how fitly 
introduced, to cloſe the Impreflion he in- 
tended, after he wy ene RP 
mx ring: taught them the Do- 


Arine, againſt that of thoſe falſe Teachers 
who had none of thoſe 3 Fs. 


» 


Prophecy has not at any time (wort) been 
* on (ile) by the en 
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which St. Peter bad, and by which he had 
made known the Doctrine to them, being 
thus ſettled ; we may, with better Succeſs, 
proceed to the intermediate Sentence: Far 
that, which they were to attend to, was, the 
Light ſhining in a dark Place; they were to 
atend to it, ws Moro Gaiverh of 
riſe in their Hearts.” Now, if the Word of 
Prophecy which ' the Apoſtle had, was the 
Light ſhining ; the dark Place muſt be the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, to which 
the Holy Spirit had given Light, by St. Pe- 
ters inſpir'd Interpretation and Explanation 
of chem: But till this enlightening was but 
* "Fpuanrade E d oi hd de vd. 
en. Phils Jud. ds Prem. Such was the general Ngtion 
«f Prophecy, among the Jews, in St. Peter's Time, like 


[158 ] 


like that of a 


1 Place; not as, tut 
of op.n Day- light: It gave Light ſufficient 
for the neceflary Purpoſes which requir d it 
but not that full extenfive View which the 
Day-light of Prophecy, the Completion of 
it, would bring with it. Nothing remains 
but to ſhew, that this was the real Fa&; 


that Light ſufficient to the preſent Purgaſ 
of his Chriſtians was given the old Pro- 


phecies by St. Peter's inſpir'd Interpretatin 
but not that full Light, in which they would 
be ſeen at the Completion. Now the Pro- 
phecies relating to the everlaſting Ningun 
were a Place of Darkneſs before ; neither 
the Prophets who deliver d them, nor thoſ 
to whom they were deliver d, underſtood 
them ; they had now as much Ligle be- 
ſtowd on them as was neceſſary ſor tir 
Faith and Hopes of Chriſtians. They had 
ſeen the ſuffering Meſſiah of the Prophets 
verify d in Jeſus; they had indiſputable Ev- 
dence of his being rais'd to a glorify'd State; 
had been by Chriſtian Prophecy taught, that 
He was the Meſſiah of the old Prophets, of 
whoſe * Suferings, and the * that Je 
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follow, tbey bad teſtify'd - befarchand ; und 
that it was from Him they were to 
+ an Inheritance ines ible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reſervd in Heaven 
for them; the || everlaſting Kingdom pro- 
pheſy'd of by them: They had been affur'd, 
by the ſame Spirit of Chriſtian Prophecy, 
that the /a/? time the loryales apes, or town 
e. v., or e igcepar, the Time of 
the /aſt Diſpenſation of Religion, chat under 
the Mefliah, was come; and that under this * 
they were to expect that Epoch of his King- 
dom, that Coming of his, on whoſe Appear- 
ance they ſhould receive the Crows of Glory 
ne bi 5. They knew 
| X. chat 


+ w. ver. 4. 3 Ep.i. ul. ; 

* $t, Peter, in the ſame Chapter, tells vs, not only chat 
the laſt Times were come, but thats it was in that Time they 
were to expect Salvation. Chriſt, /ays be, who was fore- 
* ordained before the Beginning of the World, was ma- 
* nifeſted i $0 «&7w7 7 xpiray (1 Ep. i. 20.) in the Age 
preceding the End of it (as he was fore-ordained before the 
Beginning of it), er in the Age of the Meſſiah : which, as ic 
was evidently then begun when the Apoſile wrote, is, by our 
Tranſlators, expreflively rendered theſe da Times, Now it 
wm in the /ame mge, © 4 4679, that the ſubyritance 
which fadeth mt away, reſerved in Heaven (Ver. 4.), the 
faithful Chriſtian's Salvation, wvas ready to be revealed (Ver. 
{-); trete 4 ToreAvglire, prepared whenever the Thing 
de ſhould 


[x60 


„ fhould happen, as the Word fignifies (il. 15.) / when they 


Should be found e Praiſe, and Nane, and Glory, af the Bp, 
wlation des Ju Chrif (Ve. 20% when 
mould receive the Bud of their Faith, the Sabyation of } 
Souls (Ver. 9.) the S, of <ubich the Prophets, who 
n of Chrift, had inquired and ſearched diligenth (Ver, 
19, G, Ti the Jame loft 4go of the Golpel-Difpenly, 
tioa which he underſtands, when he ſays, dated wn 
dex ar (or, as ſeveral MSS. of good Authority, have it, 
wWy,aTer F nueter) indi), there ſhall come in the lat 
Day» Scaffers, oc. (iii. 3.) which St. Judi, in ſynonymen 
Terms, cxprefics. by © eK xgbry le iH 
(Ver. 18.). In the fame manner St. Peter ſays, that the Com- 
pletion of the Prophecies at the Effafion of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecoſt, was © rug idr input: in the laſt Days. 
Thus likewiſe, in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, God ſpeaks 
unto us in the/e left Dey, 4" tx at rd Super Tire 
(i. 1.), by his Son. St. Jobs employs a fimilar Exprefficn, 


for what was plaiply likewiſe then preſent, io; 4#n dre Þþ - 


(1 Ep. ii. 18.); and thus univerſally throughout the New 
Teſtament, Ir. 47 , or ce, joined with nuipes, Aa 
or ua, X fbr or Xr Gee, ſignifies the laſt Age of the 
World, that of the Goſpel · Diſpenſation, which was to end 
with 77 ie tun, the laſt Day, or Day of Judgment, 
| or Coming of Chrift ; when that which was the proper King- 
dom of Chi was to ceaſe, and the End, 73 , cometh, 
uber be Hall deliver wh the to God, even the Father. 
Theſe Expreſſions are from the Sep/uagint, where 
the io ofa: 1ukpels are applied to expreſs the Time of the 
Coming and Kingdom of che Meffiah, and ſuch Evers as 
hall happen in it. The (e) Prophecy of Faceb, in wich 
the Coming of Sbilab is foretold; Dalaas Star out of Fo 
W greed Thad (b), 2 
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q tha} | 
hu in this everlaſting Kingdom they ſhould 


hall happen, & ioydrar; pax. "Tis ia the 4% Days 
bat the Meiah's Kingdom, deſcribed in (7) Ib and'(4) 
Micah, ſhall come to paſiz in the l Day: that the God of 
how fond bo of « Kingdom wwbich fbonld never be de- 
Jryed(e). « the e, being ſcittered among the, 
« Nations, and 2 few in Number among the Heathen, 
nner LOR" ce; Rogers by 
ſer (F) i their abiding many Days without a King, 
« and without « Prince, and without a Sacrifice ; and their 
* returning and ſeeking the Lord their God 2)“ ds pre- 
dad by Hoſea : It is to be %% io d Tar rd ,d On 
re 
Diſpenſation, and the Completion of the two preceding 

i is that Ci is ſaid, in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews (5), 
we ſuffered, in the Time of rhe Completion of vb Ai br 
Ind of the World, it} eufſudig Tor ,,; and in thatto 
, tee, that upon Chiriſtians the End: of the World 
or come, Ta TM Toy dee xdjivinoey. N oF 
frm the very manner of the Expreſſion, the la Days, 

lef Timer, the End of the World, to form a Notion of theſe 
Terms, as if they carried with them the Idea ofthe near Ap- | 
proach of the la Day (which is every-where in the New 
Telament carefully diſtinguiſhed from the Age by T5 #s- 
x71 1uapg. in the Singular, as ov]iaue 74 aiar, for the 
ad of the World, in St. Marr. ch. xxiv. is from the 74a@- 
n ẽ 769 der in the Plural, in the Places above) ; 
whereas, in Truth, they have the Name, only from their Re- 
ference to the Ages paſt; in reſpect of which, they are called 
te bi, or ths 'Eod, or richer the Compledon'of them, th 
Dilpenſation which was to be followed by no other. | 


) 1a. xi. Mic. iv. Dan. ii. 8.4 
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be * Partakers of the Divine Natur 
Thus they had exceeding great and pre- 
1 cious Promiſes” to tely on, tho it was not 
reveal'd to them in what this partakinge 
the Divine Nature confiſted ; nor could they 
have any juſt Conception of it till they cane 
to experience it; till this 
Jo rms, the only poſfible 
Light in this Reſpect, the Day-ſtar, ſhould 
ariſe in their Hearts or Minds: They knew, 
too, that 'twas in the preſent Time, unde 
the preſent Diſpenſation, that they were toe 
put in Poſſeſſion of theſe Promiſes; bat 
when, under this Di ion, way the 
"Time of this Coming, was not within the 
Revelation of Chriftian Prophecy, any mor 
than of the Jews ſb; that Jay Bal bid nd. 
Counſels of God, 2998 


and 

a Þp.I 4 85 
2 + Win he Ape i te Tims of Ci 
cenſion to his Glory, 'as Son of God, in a Body . 
dref'd him with © Lord, wilt thou at this Time mir 
- « again the Kingdom to Fur? he plainly told then, 
that to know the Time of this was no Furt of the 
Commiſſion, which comlificd in their being this Wi 
bees, and for which they ſhould receive the neren 
Powers on the Deſcent of the Hdy Ghoſt, * It bu 
Ws r 
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former. It was — a dark Place, and 
Light was now given itz which, however, 
tho' but like that of a Candle, compar'd to 
the foll Dayslight, was ſufficictt till Day, 
the Day of ; ſhould dawn forth, 
and bring Wich it the Revelation or Mani- 
ſeſtation of it in the Completion; the Event 


————ů—— 


that ſubftituted Light, the 
valy one which an Event, before tis actually 
come, will admit of: Then would they ſee 
the whole Scheme of Prophecy, which had 
been gradually open'd, in a full meridian 


« Father bath put in bis own Power” (42+. 7.); o 


in Heaven ; neither the Son, but the Father” ( Hark 
83,15.) : And therefore it was to be expedited a3 a Thief 
in the Night (Aue. /xxiv. 43). Doctrines of his Lord, 
eſe, which St. Peter had not forgot, when he reminds 
is Chriſtians of the Goſpel-Doctrine (1 The,. v. 4. Rev. 
xvi. 15.) ;-that the Day of the Lord weld come a 
1 iii. 10). 

M 2 would 


© Hour, knew as Mean; no, not the Angel which are 


[164] 
would then ſee, in all its Import; but foe 
this they muſt wait till tat Day of the 


Lord ſhould dawn, of ſbine out aroutl 
them; for Samar, bee us d,  has"hodh 
Senſes ®. © 1 

. wil ole 
that this Explanation has Day-light dert 
thro it. To mx Eyes, which are none af 


eee 
Middlten, as exaQt in his Reaſoning and fnterpretation, » 
faithful in bis Citation and Tranflation, and who has, T hear, 


Uſe any longer to wear, have underſiood theſe Words not to 
relate to the Manifeſtation of theſe Things at the Completion, 
but to ſome futuro Niumination they were to receive from 
the Holy Spirit; when, according to their Progreſs in the 
Faith, they ſhould have a clearer and more perfect Know. 
lege of Chriff, and the divine Mytteries ; or, according 


ſome, when they ren 
ſelves, Now both theſe Interpretations, not to infiſt on 
| novitiate State which the former fa/fy proceeds on, ſuppole 
what is not to be ſuppoſed ; that Chriſtians in general were 
to expect, in this Life, a clearer Revelation of theſe Thinp 
than they have already; or that they were to be honourel 
with the Gift of Prophecy ; and are both inconſiftent'with 
what has been ſhewn to be the Apoſtles peculiar Deſign i 
the Paſſage: For this, inflead of eſtabliſhing a laſting Au- 
thority in the Minds of thoſe he writes to, would be, in 
Effect, to raiſe in them an Expectation of being equal with 
him themſelves, and deſtroy the Authority he intended ie 
. eftabliſh. ; R Ne 
the 
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the beſt, all appears clear and ſatisfactory: 
I ſhould hope, therefore, it does fo to you, 
who have ſo much better. You'll obſerve, 
that the Thing which gives the Light to all, 
which is the 5 here, is the Senſe of 
MIO 6 vo. If, therefore, this Senſo 
gives a full Light to the Context; if it be 
the proper and genuine Senſe of the Word, 
and & full Authority for it has been pro- 
duc d; what more can be done, to ſhew 
tet this is the rea and genuine Seals of the 


Apoſtle? 
Perhaps the new Senſe, which Mr Altos 
has given to auyunpos, of  deſart inſtead of 
dirk, and the Suggeſtion that the Tor©-. 
aul is in Alluſion to the Wilderneſs 
e ee Nee 
may ſeem a little to obſcure the Per 
. 
low me to call all this but an ingenious Con- 
jeflure, I have no Authority, but Mr. 
Aſhton's own, chat axe, does ever lignify 
2 Defart ; but I have Authorities greater, in 
this Caſe, at leaſt; than his, that it ſometimes 
bgnifies dark. As the Word no-where elſe 
occurs .in the Sacred Writings, tis the Uſe 
of the Word, in 5 

N M a | 


[ 166 ] 
* Now v 
have in Hefychius Ad unjos, explain'd by 
ons; and in Suides by owl but 
where is the Authority of au242p4 fors 
Defart? 1 know of none; and Mr. . 
has given us none. I tauſt, therefore, coil 
clude, at leaft till an Example is 
the Senſe here aſſum d, that there is ſuff- 
cient Authority for the Senſe which the 
Tranſlators have given the Word of davt, 
but none -for that which Mr. 424 hu 
given it of a Deſart, a Land uninhabited 


and deſart; ds hi. Words are, and as hiv 


n ee 


+ 
L 
19 
1 # 


0 The Work, toys r which 
Pure 8 
4 gve Hear, 4 barren and dry 
it, wherd no Water is, and which, for that Neaſa, was 
«+ uninhabited and defart” (Nate, p. 154); Hefpchinainded, 
has Hunde, Enpis, cuid v and Nu Pollnx, amongen 
hundred other Epithets, at ungly join d to Xi (v. lia]. 
but with no Dererminetio to any parceulat Meaning 
Bot /a/pofſex it to be the figs a Engle, aud that Sxpdy det 
properly lignify diy by exceſtre Hear will it, thetafore, by 
Inference, fignify alſo uniahabited and deſart ) 'Tis not in 
ferenti I, but expreſs Authority, at lealt expre/; lexicegraphal 
Anthority, that is erpecded in eh Ce: Pot here l, 
plainly none. Admir this Senfe, however 5 fllt U nh 
e the Author's Purpoſe, W 
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(of hve Senſes of it, 40 be found in the 


[ 169 } 
tae of deſert and uninhabited 07 well 


i the Singular, „ 
be bewn, too, that rb is. But neither bas Mr. res 
pen us any Authority, but his own, for av; md; property = 
tevifying 4 by exceive Heat : Nor do I know of any, bat 
that which this Gentleman ſeems to have made aſe of, with- 
oat mentioning it, Henry Stephens's, who, in the primitive, 
has aN ad ade, with two Setiſes ; Siccitas ex vebementi 
and Sale but in the Derivative 46x ,op3; has 
analy the Senſe of Aena. The Drougit Hom axctiuy 
Heat, therefore, in tha Primitive, Mr. Aan bad no Right 
w nuke nſe of in the Derivative, as his Author had no Au- 
thority, nor has given any for it. We have, however, . 
from Heſfychius, farniſhed one of av XN, 45; but not hy 
frm acute Heat i nnd, from the fame Avtdotity, we have 
1 1 Fo ala, dre ie, Mn, 20 
exlac vu αννν . where we 
te, Dregbo from arceſno⸗ Heat, 6 AA Rn. 
v, that it does not appear to have been the primitive Senſe 
of the Word and Qat Dropght from avant of Reis, a very 
different Thing, ſtands as-fair for T Trop 
ate Heat.” Alx ue is, indeed, itſelf; but a Derivative 
ben 46, from whence all the different Senſes of the ſe- 
Werds, chat come from it, Ronny 


only, Stephens, who h 4n0t the Etymologid then before kim, 
be copied from Jaden, has given only two, arefacio and 
add. This Deſect be his made abundant Amends for, in 
de, in the Appendia ; but has left ade in che Imper- 
ſeflion it ſtands in, in his Theſaxres. Another of thoſe Senſes 
* xeute; ts lie; and From ada, in this Senſe, we have 
4 dark, te] diſiprecrr, as the Brymologitts fpeak. 


[ 68 
dark; is not that to be preferr'd which ibe 
Context naturally leads to, and which will 
give Force and Perſpicuity to the Whole, to 
| a Senſe which js quite afſum'd, without an 

leading to it from what is about it? The 
Images round it ace all Imagee-of Lights « 
reg rp Progr 
———_ LS 
to theſe? In a Deſart tis a Guide, and not a 
Light, that is wanting. But the ingeniow 
Author has found an Expedient for thi 
"Tis. the. Wilderneſs which the full 
journey'd chro that is here alluded to, and 
the: Pillar of Fire by the . but this 
is mere Imagination, I will not ſay, that the 
the Pillar to a Candle, is ſtretch- 
ing the Imagination ; becauſe, in the Sacred 
Writings, N. is ſometimes us'd for 
Glory: But, in that Caſe, I, ſhould think, 
that 58, or wa, or ſomething equivalent u 
them, would have been the Term, if Arab 
had been the Place in View; or, if the Jour 
neying of the 1/raelites thro' it, 6S05;/ But 
 Tow®- auyunps is really more ſuited tos 
Dungeon, than a Deſart. ' Belides, if this 
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[ x69 ] 
from Egypt to Canaan; as they they were uſually 
by Day, it was the Pillar of the Cloud, and 
not of Fire, to which, as a Gu , the Al- 
luGon ſhould rather have been made; nay, 
perhaps, it would puzzle this ingeriious Gen- 
tleman to ſhew; that the Pillar of Fire did, 
in fact, guide them, in their Journeying, 
more than once; which was thro maven 
Defart, the Red . 
Upon the Whole, my Lord, „heller this 
critical Examination has ſet the much; per- 
plex d Paſſage of St. Peter in a clear con- 
vincing Light, is not mine to judge, - but 
yours. Every Man, of Reflection, knows 
how partial we all are to our own; and the 
e eee ee eee 


Infatuation is, to examine our 


he 
ll 
to 
* 
be 
a 
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0 
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0 
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os with th ae 86 hd ward Engi, 
11 this, I am ſure, has not been wanting. 
140 


Thing 1 muſt here obſerve, by way 
„ that if the Senſe of the Word 


of 'Prophecy,. here cftabliſh'd, be . true ; at 
the ſame Time that we have been ſhewing 
the true Senſe'of it, we have been ſhewing 
the Futility of all Arguments againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, either open or infidious, "drawn from 
falle Senſe of thele Words, * 

as 
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comes this not to have been done before! 
The Anſwer s as obvious ; Becauſe it hu 
not been confider'd in this Manner befote, 
The Deſign of that great Prelate, whoſe 
uſual. led him firſt to place the 
Compariſon of the more ſure Word of Pros 
phecy, where it has been ſhew'd, in this Dif 
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[29] 
:fords, jaſtly towards the Diſentamglement 
CC — and, in ove 
fuch Inflance, to exemph/y what ought to be 
done in all in ſhort, to remind your Lord- 
ſhip of what the learned World ſeems, at 
preſent, to want much ta be reminded of, 
in Sacred Literature; that tis on 
abliſu d Rule: of Criticifms, and not ow 
partial Lights, and vague Harungue, that In- 
— nenne. 


a ee rei SF Tad? 
s the intire RejeQtion of al Jen Points. 
ad Vowelling like to in the He- 
lrew, when tis rechic'd* to 4 inete Decy- 
Min, and Funcy has its fall Sepe! We 
dready owe to it a goodly Sy of Phil. 
ly! and, by the fame Invention, Tdoube 
not but the Author, had he linp« 
per'd to take a Turn that Way, could have 
riven us, on the Aurbority of the Hebrew 
ae AP Ce No ra or 
Hippratrichs. | | y 


[x72 ] 

As to the Paſſage we have been 
dare fa tano jection to your Lol 
that you cannot find the we 
have given of it;/in the Commentators. The 
ſame ſometimes happens in Theology, as you 
have obſerv'd often does in :Phrlology; "that 


2 —— 
may be very reaſonably expected from Men 
who take upon them only the Explication of 
a ſingle Paſſage, From theſe, all the Exact 
neſt of the moſt regular Criticiſm may, with 
the greateſt Reaſon, be requir'd,; but if they 
S 
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in to ſalpe® it intended as a Specimen of 

the Uſe of. negleed Criticiſm, towards, at 
once, evinciog the Inſulliciency of all Totes 
a, pretations 


” 4, a 10 i = > 5 I x 7232 3h & == Sc -& ++ z+* = S & FF TT 


me Obſervation more, when I tell you tis the 
Lf: That, if my Explication of thisPaſſige is 
wt clear and ſatisfaQtory to you, the Fault, 
probably, lies in me, and not in the Merbvd. 
If the Place can be aſcertain d; the general 
Defign of the Writer, the particular Defign 
of the Paſſage, the ſettling the of 
Terms, from the Author himſelf, if it can 
be; if it be a Term of Science or Inflitu- 
tion, from the Writers on the Science or In- 
fitution; from ſuch Writers as the Author 
moſt converſant in, and imitates ;/ from the 
Uſe of the in general; —if the 
Terms admit of various Senſes, and the 
; Sen- 


ol 


doubted. (a 

as the 
Parties 
All 


but lang 
the Scuſe of any Paſſage cen be fix'd, 'tisi 
this Manner it wyft be n d. 4 n 
I am far from i ing, chat if this i 
not done here, it cannot be done: Mor: 
1 * 4 
cidate that which I have not been able to 
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do: What I contend for, only, is, that tis 
the be of theſe Meant that it muſt be 
And I need not mention, © 
how agreeable it would be 
to me, where-eyer I am wrong, to be ſet 
To a Man who has no View but 
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0 the numerous Inſtances of 4 
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= of Communication 


Be hi 
rom God to Prophets, after Maſe, 
thoſe of the Viſion and the Dream, 
&c. and p. „ 122, Ge. of thi 
know. of that can be of- 
i but Bees c de <4 
u ende the Gradus Myfteus of Pw 
ing Inconſiſtence of 


Hath the Lord indeed ſpoken only by 

Hath he not ſpoken alſo by us? formally de- 
clares the Difference between him and other 
Prophets. It muſt be allow'd, that the 
rabbinical Doctrine of Prophecy is irrecon- 


cileable 


ci 
4 
of 
mi 
A. 
but 
any 
ma 
the 
the 
den 
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wy 


TJ __* 
dible with what is here advanc'd on the 
Word of Prophecy,” fince it places one Part 
the Gradus Moſaicus not only in what it 
might truly, perhaps, have been placed, that 
Moſer had no Revelation by Viſion or Dream; 
y other. But the Paſſage in Numbers xii, 
may, I conceive; be very well reconcil d with. 
the other Paſſages of the Sacred Writings; | 
there produc'd ; and, if it may, it cannot be 
deny d but that it ought. It is in theſe 
Terms: © Hear now my Words: If there 
de a Prophet among you, I the Lord will 
make myſelf known unto him in a Vi- 
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us 
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. þ; 263, In the latter Place this malen the firſt, in 

ie former the ſecond Part of this prophetic Difference. | 
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| which we uſe it in Engliſh, of Vi 


the Time of Myſes, or that. Viſion beni 


the Authority of 
Communications from 
us, that, in ſeveral Places, God reveal d hin. 


278 J 
T0 reconcile this to, the Inſtances-af 4 
higher Degree of Prophecy than the Valeo 
and the Dream, youchfafed to many. a. 
wards under that Diſpenſation; 'tis , plan 
that theſe Words muſt cither he reſtmin do 


not to be. jake Weeping en 
F 


call d, which, indeed, is the 


* 
20 988 r 
3 LO —Y w of 


Moſes, 'tis certain, 


the Lord with him: 
will recur up 


lation as to Meſes,. by the Hurd. Thus 
have, in the ſame Chapter , The Lord {þu" 
unto Aaron, and the Lord ſpate unto Males 
and theſe diſtin& and ſeparate Revelations: 
And frequently the Revelation: is made t 
both, jointly, h the ſeme Word; and F c. 
„ Nom. will | + * xx. . | 
91 Vis 5 
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i ſaying.” Abd in the Gale i which d 
Words belohg, The Lord /pake fud: 
„deny unto Moſes, and unto Aaron; and 
* unto Miriam; Cbitnis gor, ye Three, unto 
* the Tabermele of the Congregation.” 
They were in the Cap, when the Word 
came unto them. Nether can ' this be 
traded 
where God is Haid to ſpeak wits Auron, no 
more is irieant than in thoſe Where the Ex- 
preflion is, *t The Lord ſpake unte 14%, 
* ſaying, Speak ht un; For it is to 
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u Harun; Go into the Wiltettiell to meet 
© Moſety” ben zien, wit th Pxypr; nd 
Myes in the Wilderhbſs; and, corifequetitly, 
the Contrtrication bor prev My 
kite, ts inquire; Whether e 
dates #'Setiſe ic ax; int 
into t. 
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not 
ru 
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wb and Weit Heh Bock fg) w jÞv 
ud to. foreſee : Ther may, thexefore, in 

Nun. xii, 4. + Exod. iv. 27. 
| N 2 their 


27 


by ſuppoſing, chat in filch Places, 


be reemeinber'd; that + 4 The Lord fd © | 


[to] 

their ,Nature, be a pply'd ti to Prophecy i in-ge- 
neral to ths Ward, as well us to Pifeniom 
proper Senſe. And. that the former ae ſo 
apply d, has been obſeryd by Habraum 
and with good Reaſon; For, beſides the 
proper Viſion, for which it is us d in ſeyend 
Places of Daniel, we find Hazon for Reye 
lation, by tbe Ward in particular, and fir 
Revelation in general. Thus we have the 
Viſion „Al, which Jaiab law * (hazal) 
tho there was no proper Yifion in the Cale; 
the Word which Jaiablaw (hbazgb) +: And 
ſo there was no open Viſion (b), 1. 
when the Word of the Lui 

came. to. Samuel |. The fame might har 
been obſerv d of the Detivatiros of; Rua 
The Word us d in this Paſſage,  Iwill 
* make myſelf known unto him ina Vi 
« fion,” is Morab; which, when it id i 
ſeveral Places of "Ezekiel and Dani), pa 
for the proper Viſion, is, in the ſame Chapter 
in Samuel , us d for the very fame Thing 
e bazon had been before ; he fear d to 
«, ſbew Eli the Viſion.” In the ſame Man- 


ner the Greek Tranſlators have 5pap ao 
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[181 
12015, fornetimes, for the Proper Vie, ale. 
— the Word: Thus the Word, which 
Moſes here makes uſe of, will fignify a Re- 


.vlativn, and include under it both the Word 
and the proper Viſion,” che Specſes of Fro- 
pbecy diſtin from the Dream; and, taking 
t in that Senſe, what is there faid is intirety 
confiſtent with what appear d to be the Fuct 
ee acid e, * in the Jewiſh 
church. an ta tba 
What, Ke: - do aac Words, in 
which Myfes is diftingntth'd from all Other 
Prophets, mean? „ With Rim will T L peak 
* Meuth'o Mouth; even apparently,” or by 
lin; which Word, in che Original, is the 
ende bot lG means not pro- 
pletic, but real Vifion:” For if it wa to 
be taken in the ſame Senſe here as before, 
one would; in whatſoever | Senſe you take 
that Word, be a flat /ContradiQion to the 
other, + Very like theſe are the Words in 
the additional Chapter to Deuteronomy® : 
There aroſe not 4 Prophet like unte“ 
* Moſer, whom the Lord knew; or who! 
* knew the DRL PEAT Y 14. 
Det. XXIix. 10. A > ſh, 


N 3 mit 


1621 
mit of both Conſtrudtions) Face to. Face? 
And both ſeem to reſpect that in Exndurh 
And the Lord ſpake unto My/cs,. Face u 
Face, us a Man ſpeak+th uoto bis Friend.” 
This was upon Meſes's firſt coming down 
from the Mount with the Tables, hen, in 
the. Sight of all gel, i, us be ener d i 
de Tabernagle, the cloudy. Pillar de- 


| this intimate | 

. 4. el b the N Be 
los the Lord (Ch, - en 

«. with thee, and will commune with the 
« from above the Mercy-ſeat, from beta 
«. the two Cherubims, which are upon the 
« Ark; of the Teſtimony, of all "Thing: 
6 with! inci een 
*, ynto the Children of Hfracl.“ 
„ 
or Witneſe, that God then talk d with Ah 
while Jaſtug, his Servant, wus in tha duter 
| Part of the Tabernacle without the Veib i 
the, Tabernacle of the Congregation(Chip 
xxxiii. 7. 11.). Hither Aer refariee, er 
. Exod. xiii. 11. + Ib. xa. ge" 
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i vis neceſſiry (Nun. 
Il. 8, 9. We. 17. Y-*'ta ſpeak with him; 
„und then he Beard the Voice of one 
« ſpeaking uitt6 him from off the, Mercy 
«frat that was upon, e 
from berweey the Cherubim (Num, vil, 
p67 "This now was, inconteftably 
y the Ward of Sad. Revelation 
aud, conſequently, of 
5 4s wis difpcte'd in the fe. 
mt e >, but ina p 
erent Manner; ſuch difſtinguiſh' 
ccumſtanoes of Favour, as ho one P 
hy the 


TI 


thro alf thoſe Triſtences of Revelation 
ven, was "binogt'd with ; 4 Communt- 
ation ſo neuf und intimate, that it would be 
cult to nd any Terms moe ve 
of it, than thoſe of the Lord's: with 
im Mouth to Mouth, even by of tho 
Sechineb between the Cherubims, Face to 
Rave, 4 Mit ſraketh ants bis Friend": 
And thus, ity fol! Propricty, may it be ſaid, 
vith reſpe&-"to'this Manner "of Revelation 
h the Ward, peculiar to Miſes, that there 
bd not ariſe in Y I} eel a Prophet like unto 
him whom the Lord knew, or who knew 
E nad og Peaninot but add, 
| Ng as 
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25 tis an Obſervation which hays hone 
culiarly the underſtanding the W m ga 
ing to. Moſes Mouth to Mouth, of ſpeaking 
to him from dhe Mergy-leat, is adapted 
confound . Aaron's Pretenſions to an equal 
Degree . of Favour with A * 1 


l is greatly 8 ohorttiye of this 
| as ( he is fe py en ne Hou, 
Ts Auro 


de Tia , Aeg Waka pr hm 
mind of the ſuperior, Rank: Maſes had 


God's Fayour, he ha — 
5 e ne 
ron was admitted but, geen Year, and 
that ney rogue |, wh Gaſt Man wat 


of 32 3 5 co God = 
ſpake to Moſes thus, Moyth.ta Monti gun 
by Viſion from between the. Cherubims, in 
ſuch a Manner as be never did to any och 
Prophet; yet it was not always that the 
Lord thus /ake.unto him; Fgr, in the pe- 
ſent Caſe, the Lord ſpake ſuddenly unto 
« Moſes, and unto Aaron, and; unto. A. 
6 riam; and thus the Lord oſten 509 
9 * and. td Ave n ton 


gg . 4 EF 2958 4c 04s 65s 


8-33-22 


. I 
- 1 


f 


<2 „ TT DO Y = 5 5 ST & r 


-- 5 = Sa YT 


[85] 
pobably,. ts. the; Word of e. Land in 
the common manner af the Word. coming 


ia the rind of Exodgs, gave 4 ſenſible De- 
wonſtratian to all, that Cod ſpake to him; 
or hep. it was neceſſary to conſault God on 
. Gerben, d che Word: pf, Ge Lord. 
dig not come ta him in the uſual manner; 
that. pry Fawn 


. * to . | | | 
N his Friend,” without Reſerve, declaring 
wy. him plainly] his Whole Intention 3 4 
Favour, 


£8} 
E 
not granted to alt Goſe, who w. 
noured> with vhe Ward) der ws bi 71 
Nvehiõ⁰ Which was not fy 
much of futato/ Events; as ef 1 
Law, and Rule of Action, which im 
6 that it Souls be 


rw 
dy Lis,” thro" whoſe Miſty" 
was tobe dale kk 
yn of the Pbrid 
e i Tie Traifjators of the' Pt 
ratruch; the dh; and Heft + Grit 
Tratiflatirs, dd Ws H her, "HAR." Hale 
« er Glory of the Lotd ker 1 e's 
o that Exhibit ht 
Mount; which: ar Moſtt's bumble 2 
n 
Kii 'of Exodus, 785 
er fo beliblc Mn wth, and ina 
very different manner from the Viſions of 
= and Ezekiel, Th very certain, that 
Exhibition of Glory in the Mount, i 
quite different from the Shechina} of the 
1 and which Aurum and Miriam 
bad been no more” admitted to, tun they 
had" to the Face to Pace” at the 
 Tabdtiacke, — —. 


« LIO'TH ' 


S.. Fr 54 2 353TRSRS 7 


. K 


* 

- = 

= 
4 1 £ ff 1 . 
" 6 4 0 - = 

- 
= 
- = 


1 15 rt. 


_ - -.- 7 — + JI. 4 — „ apt - a? a= =”. FY WS. AS, . * ©... TT "NT T_ GG. TW... FF i __ "K a 8 


[ 188 1 
Prophecy, Hfins from thoſe of Viſion id 
Dream, under the Law,” and: c. 
to many of the Prophets under that Diſpen- 
fation : If the o God Face to 
Face, or Mouth Month itifer not a if. 
ferent Species of Prophecy from that of the 
Worwl. but a different Manner of: Coniiu: 
nication in that” „from the 
feat, and "to Moſes *” And if 
knowing God Face $9 Face in tho lf CK 


S ; 
bait it reſts' 1 8 on Rabbinitat 7 Ay 


Now whatever that may be in the proper 
Sibjedts of it, in Subjects of Civil oc Eccleſt- 
0 quite * without the 
Limits of it, and # modern Chhtiſtian x as fi 
a Judge of it, as an antient ew the Me 
dium of Judging to both being the Seri 
tures of the Old Teſtament, and theſe 0 
Now to this Authority ſtanding thus unſup- 
| * may be oppoſed every Inſtance be- 
fore given from their own of the 


Word of God, enn 
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vouchſafed to other Prophets beſides Moſes, 
tho' not under the fame Circumſtances of 
Fayour as to Aeſes. This Freedom from 
the ecſtatic Confuſion with which the lower 
Orders of Prophecy were attended, is like- 
wiſe by the Gradus Moſaicut made peculiar 
to Moſes ; but there are no more Veſtiges of 
any ſuch Diſorder in the Caſes of Revelation 
by. the Word -ſpecified in this Eſſay, than 
there is in the Caſe of Moſes. Whence then 
the Foundation for this Diſtinction of | the 
Gradus Moſairus, another of the four Parts 
of it? In good. Truth, only from Rab- 
binical Reverie. And the Inconſiſtence of 
that Part, of Mees Propheſying without 
the Mediation of any Angelical Power, with 
what » St. Stephen'and b St. Paul have ſaid, 
has been obſerved e long ago. So that the 
— urge the Liberty of Moſes to 

« propheſy at all times,” appears to be the 
only. one which has any real Foundation. 
Indeed the Notion itſelf leine to have been 
of no great Antiquity in the eib Church, 
not known in the Age of the Apoſtles, nor. 


Acu vii. al. il. © Smiths p. 264, 
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Wen the lea lab was compoſed, br 
tho' jo now} become an Ardud bf Faith 
with the Feios (as their Catechifini 1d di 
bo appt ren ſhews); #s well 
of their recti oth! 
4 do them from 10% 
Himſelf. Out of this i 


eee e 4 . 


1 ly'the liter Fr, 
and their Diſtintioh of the Ruach Hilte- 
 deſo from Prophecy to have rifen z 4 Diſt 
Qion which has this Abſurdity in it, that 
tho it is made the loweſt Degree of D 
Inſpirstion, yet it hes one bf the Peculim 
of the higheſt, Freedom from thut Pertirbs- 
tion with which the intermediate Degree wa 
iy Netw eieated 4. echt, 26. 
diſtinguiſhed off frots Prophecy 1 — 
aſcribed the Prophecies of. 1 910 "_ 
Eechithto the Spirits," fatty 
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nant, rn 
Covehaft, and not of occaffonal' Prophtty; 
which my Lord of London has fully dene 
After having obſerved, chat the Occaſion of 
the Promife was the Requeſt of the People 
at the Giving of the Law, that Moſer might 
lk ra Wk, and not God, leſt they ſhould 
die, his Lordſhip proceeds, . To apply 
« this Promiſe to any thing elſe beſides the 
« Giving of a Law, is making it to have 
" no Relation to the Requeſt upon which 
« was granted. The Requeſt ' related 
merely to the manner of God's giving his 
& Law: They were under no Unealineſs at 
„ his Method of © Prophecies to 

« them : And conſequently the Promile of 
God mult relate to the Giving of x La 
„ to his People by one to be _— 
* among themſelves, and not to 
«« Succeſſion of Prophets, about which the 


« P e were in no Diſtreſs.” This, 

to W of Expreſſion i 
there is as full a 

hs Po Bobs Worth Aubry gr" 


Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thees 
* Sixth Diſcourſe, p. 16g, 170. 
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9 18 Pro- 
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zucceſ on againſt the plain Letter of the 


L193. 
Prophet from the Midft of thee, of thy 
Brethren, like unto me, unto him ye 
ſhall hearken, can leave no Doubt with 
2 unprejudiced Mind, whether it is one 
ropbet, the Mediator of a new Covenant, 
| Ia new Lgiſlator, that is by the Words 
nſelves deſign d, or a Succeſſion f occa- 
Prophets ; and indeed all the Reaſon 
r underſtanding theſe Words of ſuch a 


\ 
LIK. 


romiſe, and the Occaſion of it, lies in the 
it has with the Verſe immedi- 
g, and the 2oth Verſe, where 


AI 9 


ccafional Prophecy, rather than a new Law, 


ns at firſt View to be intended; but a 


ber Attention to that Connexion will, if 


miſtake not, reconcile it to what the Ex- 
n of the Promiſe, and the Ore: 
in of it, evidently import. 

Thoſe who refer theſeWords 9 rs 


ophecy, do it on the ſuppoſed Connexion of 
ie Promiſe with the Ob/ervers of Times, and 


iners, in the preceding Verſe, which. 
they were not to hearken unto ;” but this 
well Be a Part of the Subject treated 
m the gth to the 15th Verſe, the idola- 


ws Practices of hoſe Nations who inha- 
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all which were hut Fir of & 
Mg BR „and derived all their 
from the 15 ppoſed Communication fr 
thoſe Deities, who, thro' the idolatrousRi 
of each of them, were conſulted, a 
which, in proportion to the Authorig 
which theſe Divinations had on the Mink 
of People, gave as much Credit to the 
idolatrous Religion as they received from i 
The conſulting therefore of theſe, as it wa 
a Seducement immediately to idolatrow 
Rites, and, in conſequence, to idolatrou 
' Worſhip in „and an Acknowlegr- 
ment of the dol Deity, was by all mean 
to be reſtrain d; and the more fo, « 
Mankind in general, and more eſpecull 
the Many, have ſo ſtrong a Deſire df 
knowing the Conſequences of Meaſure 
and Events in which their Paſſions or im» 
gined Intereſts are engaged Now there ſeem 
to be but two Ways of doing this : Either 
by an Oeconomy which ſhould gratify this 
Defire, without og. on of 0 Ne 
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thei . a 
het ; of by applying the 
; n ty of their Religion to 
vis the former intkndel By ich 4 Sat- 
on of Prophets is br 
te promiſed in the Puffäge ſüch 4 Con- 
ron is undoubtedly hoſt natural natural; but 
ht it ves intended thereby bo i hi 
deute of every Particular, or to defo: 
bwer than Intereſts of State, or publ. 
concerns, ot even that ſuch an Intenti 
way God, ON, will, r 
Now if the Promiſe, which is ſup- 
e be of felt, Na does not 
wrreſpond to the Prohibition of conſulti 
Ces Kine Die ohne 
mentioned, which is plainly of 
e why, mul. . i bo ered 10. je? 
e os 
W ve recourſe to 
ua ICE x77 among you ra 
5 in his Time, is « Connexion 
GN uy 275 
b lay, No one in his private Capacity 
waſult Diviners, becauſe I will provide 
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Covenant with God, and the Prohibition 
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ing the Deſire of Particulars in this n 


Let us ſee, hen, if this of gratifying be 
whether the other Way, that of refrain 
in Particulars the Deſire of knowing 
lies hid in the Womb of Futurity, ben 
Now this we ſhall find to be really the 
and that not only the Aathorky of RA 
but Motives of Intereſt, are urged, in 
theroto : i « For all theſe Things are 
«© Abomination . unto the Lord; and bv 
1 cauſe of theſe Abominations, the Lad 
&« thy God doth drive them out from befar 
* thee” They are then reminded of ther 


£ 


being derived from that Covenant : k «Thor 
* ſhalt be perfect, upright or finder, 
6 with the Lord thy God; and I the Lon 
« thy God hath not ſuffered thee fo to be 
The Obligation to the Obſervance of all the 
Commands of which Covenant, and of al 
its Worſhip, and all its Rites, without de 
viating into the Worthip and Rites dd 
1 Nations, will remain, till.» © The 
« Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee 
10 Prophet, ibo the midſt af thee, of thy 
« Brethren,” and not from the Heathen, 
1 Vert 12. vn. i Verſe 14. W 
| 80 
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« Iile unto me, who ſhall be the Mediator 


that everlaſting Covenant, to which none 


the 1 Terror which I ſhewed'in the Sight" 
of all Iſrael d; und hen he threatened you,” 
that r. whoſoever would not hearken unto 
« his Word, which that Prophet ſhould 


* Chap. alt. ver. 10. © Chap. xviil; ver, 18. 
Ver, 16. * Chap. alt, ver. uſt, * Chap. wil. 19. 
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©, ame to paſi, he ſhall; dotwithitanding, 


LS : - 
n his Namie, be would require it 
you:” Bur who, on the other hand; 
which 


«of 
told 5 , That the 
bald preſume” not 6nly to be this Pro. 
het, but 't to tak 4 Word,” any Word, 
in bit Nute, which he had not cm- 
„ manded” him to peak, or that ſhould 
ſpeak in the Nome of urber Gods, even 
thut Prophet ſhould dir. Should the 
latter in the Name of thoſe Gods * * give 
«, you a Sign, of a Wonder, and the Sign; or 
e the Wonder, whetcof he ſpake unto you, 
„Ang, bet üs go after thher Gods, Mould 


* .accotdvig'to the Command julſt delivered 
4 you, be 3 But in the 
former Caſe, w ſpeaketh in 
the Nomrof the Lav, if he pretends to be 


. that Prophet liko unto me; Diſobedienoe to 


whom the Lord has thus threatened te pu- 
niſh 3 nay, hould he ſpeak any Word iu 
my Name ; tis to the Sign, and the Wonder, 
which de: bal ge n en 
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you ae to look, to 4. know the Word 
* which the Lord bath nat ſpoken, “ from 
he Word which hakas: An if the Thing 

* follaw not, nor come to paſo, that is, 
* the Thing which the Lord hath nor 
* ſpoken, but the Prophet hath ſpoken it 
4 preſumptuouſly, thou ſhalt not be afraid 
« of him. afraid of not 
the Words which he ſhall ſ 


ame 


megacę thes with God's requiring it of thee 


according ta the Deaunciation at Horek ; 
but thou ſhalt put him to Death, as now 
— the Prophet that 
in 1 
oP, var 


Le, 

all future occaſional Prophets to be conſin d 
to the Viſion and the Dream, when applied 
to this Prophecy in Deuteronomy, lies in 
this ; that the peculiar Likeneſs between 
Moſes and Chrift, with reſpect to the inti- 
placed in + a: different Species of Prophecy; 
by the other, „ mene 
fame Species. 

The Expreſſion, Ble' ande me; is in f 
as indefinite as Likeneſs is, which may be 
in a Variety of Reſpects: What py 
Likeneſs is here intended, can only be 
ä —ů— 
Likeneſs, in a new revealed — 
in an intimate Communication with God 
in a Proof of ſuch Miſſion by Miracles, is 
what riſes out of this Prophecy, and the 
Likeneſs mentioned in the laſt Chapter of 
the Book of Deuteronomy, compared toge- 
ther. I doubt not but a Likeneſs peculiar to 
Moſes and Chrift may be found out in many 
other reſpecta. Many. may be ſeen in Eu- 
amen . 
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inſert 


p. 138. I. 8. for 
. for it ſeems to me, to, read ſeems to » 


rom, | 


9.1.1 . after preceding 
7 inſert the 3 


|. 15. after 
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